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WE ARE BEARGRASS

2019 Stewardship Emphasis
The most frequently asked question during stewardship
season is, “Why Should I pledge?”
We urge you to consider what you value about
Beargrass for you, your friends, and your family. Were
you or your children baptized or married here? Have
you or a family member benefited from pastoral care
from our ministers? Have you had a family member’s
funeral here or attended the funeral of a loved one at
Beargrass? Do you attend the Farmer’s Market, value the
ministry of Pedal Power, our partnership with Kentucky
Refugee Ministries, or any of our outreach initiatives?
To what degree do you want its music and education
programs to continue? How much do you care how well
maintained our physical plant is?
To what amount do you care about Beargrass’s support
for agencies and institutions in the greater community,
especially St. Matthews Area Ministries, Fed With Faith,
Kentucky Refugee Ministries, and Lexington Theological
Seminary?
Beargrass is about more than any of our individual
needs; ultimately, it’s about a way of thanking God for
our many gifts and blessings.
While we will always welcome and benefit from all
donations, we ask everyone to make a giving pledge
for the upcoming year so that we have an accurate
projection of our revenue. Only with such a projection
can we establish our budget and set priorities for our
own needs. Without adequate financial resources,
we cannot sustain the many avenues of ministry and
outreach. To pay our bills, sustain our programs, and
maintain our physical plant, it requires $3,600/day or
$1.3 million annually. That is the reality we face.
We ask that you prayerfully consider your pledge
for 2020. Perhaps a great place to start is by asking
yourself- To what extent do I care that Beargrass
continues to exist as the church I know it to be?
You can make your pledge at www.beargrass.org
or bring your pledge card to worship on Saturday,
November 16 or Sunday, November 24.
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MESSAGE IN MUSIC
Beargrass is thrilled to welcome Jillian Gottlieb
and Family Saturday, November 23. You are going
to want to be sure to invite your friends and family
to an incredible night of Message in Music! We will
gather for worship in the sanctuary at 5:30 pm.

ADVENT e-DEVOTIONS
This Advent, Beargrass will be providing daily
devotions delivered to your email written by the
ministers and staff of the church. The devotions
will be in conversation with the sermon series
and the Beargrass Choir Cantata Sing Christmas!
Monday’s email will feature a short overview
of the week’s theme (hope, peace, joy, love) a
link to the hymn/song of the week, a suggested
“Advent Action” for the week and prayer. Tuesday
through Saturday devotionals will include a daily
scripture reading, a reflection written by one of
the ministers at Beargrass, and a prayer.
In addition, the hymn/song of the week will
be included in weekend worship and a special
e-news article “Behind the Hymn” featuring a
history of the hymn composer or background
into the writing of the hymn/song. Most of the
songs featured in the e-Devotions are part of
the Beargrass Choir Christmas Cantata Sing
Christmas!
If you already receive the weekly e-news you will
automatically receive the Advent e-Devotions. If
you do not receive the e-news sign up today at
www.beargrass.org

“SATURDAY SAINTS” TO CELEBRATE!
The “Saturday Saints” are planning for an early
Thanksgiving pot-luck party and dinner on
November 16 at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Steve
and Sharon Kerrick have generously offered to
provide turkey and ham for the meal and others
who attend are encouraged to bring side dishes
and desserts.
Carolyn Sander is helping to coordinate the
gathering. Please contact her if you have questions
or would like to help at carol527@aol.com. We
would love to have anyone who has attended the
Saturday service to join us for worship and the
meal.

“The Three Pulpiteers” - photo by Kathy Wise

STRATEGY SESSION UPDATE
By Leigh Bond
In recent weeks small groups of Ministry Leadership Team members met to discuss, process, and
prioritize potential strategies that were shared during our congregational “brainstorming” sessions.
Each small group was assigned one of our four “target” areas of ministry—worship, grow, serve,
and stewardship. The summaries of the small group discussions were presented at the October
MLT meeting on October 21. Audrey Roling volunteered to begin to organize the information that
was submitted so that the MLT can talk about our “best next steps” as we move forward with our
mission and ministry. Feel free to contact me or any of the ministers or MLT members if you have any
questions.

GROW together as a community of faith... 					
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NEW MEMBERS
We are glad to welcome a number of new members to our church family. Natalie Birdwell introduced
her twin sister, Dana Baker, to Beargrass. Dana has three children: Kobe, Kole, and Kennedy. Natalie
works as a nurse at Norton Children’s Hospital.
A good friend of the family, Regina Wagner, also joined after participating in the Newcomers class.
Regina works at CertainTeed Gypsum as a Continuous Improvement Manager. She lives in Lagrange
with her husband, Dylan, and their son, Xander.
Cameron Filzek made her profession of faith and was baptized on October 20, 2019. Cameron is the
daughter of Gerri Larsen and a 7th grader at Barret Middle School.
BEYOND THE BUILDING
Beargrass goes beyond the walls of our building
with Beargrass Christian Church Podcast.
Episodes feature sermons, conversations with
ministers and special
guests.

PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
You are invited to check out the Families of
Faith class Sunday’s at 10:00 am in room 114.
Meet new friends and deepen relationships
with other folks in the same season of life. Gain
wisdom from those who have experienced the
challenges that come with being parents to
young children and relax with a group of people
who are just as tired as you!
This class is led by Deb Rakestraw. We hope
to see you soon - and don’t worry, we have a
coffee bar.

November will feature two
BONUS episodes with the
ministers of Beargrass.
They all sit down to discuss
“Shifting Ideas About What
It Means to be the Church”
and “The Whole Casserole:
What Ingredients Are Essential for Ministry” in this
interesting and lively conversation.
Beargrass is listed on all major podcast directories
(iTunes, Spotify, Google, and Stitcher) with a link to
online giving, our website, and all our social media
accounts. A podcast App is also available for all
iOS and most Android devices to make listening
easy and available on the go.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF KENTUCKY LOCK-IN
•
•
•

November 22-23
Cost $35/person
RSVP by Sunday, November 17
Catch up with old friends from camp and
make some new ones at this region wide
youth event. We will be heading to Lexington,
KY and hitting up Malibu Jack’s for a night of
fun and food. Contact Rob Shrader for more
information. (rob@beargrass.org)

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join Dr. Susan Lowe November 6, 13, and 20
at 10:30 am in room 202 to study the Book of
Ephesians.

SERVE with generosity and a passion for justice. 				
BEARGRASS CONTINUES TO SUPPORT
STUDENTS
Eight students of Lexington Theological Seminary
received scholarships from Beargrass to help
offset the cost of their education this year.
Beargrass has a long tradition of supporting
students at the seminary with financial support
through the Beargrass Scholars program which
began in 1966. Beargrass makes it a priority to
invest in future pastors, preachers, and leaders
of the church by making the scholarship program
part of the annual budget. As Dr. Leigh Bond
stated, “Considering that the program began over
50 years ago, hundreds of thousands of dollars
have been given to LTS students-and God only
knows how many thousands of people have been
touched by the ripple effect of the ministry of LTS
graduates.” May we lift up the Beargrass Scholars
in prayer as they embark on their studies:
• Kofi Frempong - Louisville, KY
• Mary GodFrey - Hayneville, AL
• Linda Kowatch - Osceola, IN
• J. Marc Nattier - Foley AL
• Lyn Oakley - Knoxville, TN
• Jodi Stillisano - Stow, OH
• Michael Townsend - Spring, TX
• Rich Vreeland - Charlotte, NC
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THE GIVING TREE
Each year the Children’s Ministry at Beargrass
shares God’s love and encouragement to those
at the Family Scholar House. It’s easy to serve
with generosity and a passion for justice!
Simply grab a leaf from the Giving Tree located
in the gathering space and purchase the items
annotated on the leaf. The gifts will be blessed
and delivered on Sunday, December 8 to Family
Scholar House. Here are important dates to
remember:
• Oct. 26/27 - Giving Tree launches in the
gathering space
• Nov. 24 - Pajama due date and bag
decorating party in children’s Sunday school
• Dec. 2 - sorting party at 6:00 pm
• Dec. 8 - Bag blessing in 9:00 and 11:00 am
worship and delivery to Family Scholar House
by the Children’s Ministry Team.

GIFTS TO BEARGRASS
The Beargrass Christian Church Memorial
Fund received the following donations:
• In memory of George Duthie - Donald and
Sharon Asfahl, Shirley Howard
• In memory of Leonard and Ann Kaufman Dave and Elaine Branaman

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT: A PASSION FOR JUSTICE
On Tuesday, October 15, 2019, protesters took to the steps of the U.S. Capitol to protest the dismantling
of the refugee resettlement program. Beargrass’s own Mike Puckett was among the protestors and
speakers that day. Seventeen others joined in the first ever act of civil disobedience for refugees
including heads of Amnesty International USA, America’s Voice, CAIR, Church World Service, and a
former Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration - Anne Richard. The 18
protestors represent the 18,000 refugee cap set for FY20 - the lowest in the history of the resettlement
program. In addition, protestors wore life vests to symbolize the life-saving refugee resettlement
program, held 95 photographs of refugees as a nod to the historic average refugee cap of 95,000.
Mike has served as Board Chair of Kentucky Refugee Ministries for the past six years. He spoke about
what it’s like to welcome refugee families and help support them in their transition to the U.S. Mike
also shared the plight of Beargrass sponsored refugee Rutigerera Nsanzimfura and his family from the
DR Congo. Due to the moratorium Rutigerera’s family is not able to join him in the U.S. and now their
documents have expired.
Mike spoke poignantly about why he was willing to risk arrest for the plight of the refugees, “It is about
what has long been this country’s humanitarian and moral charge - to offer people in some of the most
difficult circumstances imaginable the opportuntiy for peace and safety, and the prospect of a new
lease on life. It is about the soul of our country, as a nation of immigrants. It is about my faith imperative
to serve as God’s hands and feet, as a Disciples of Christ.” To hear more about Mike’s experiences in
D.C. listen to the special BONUS episode “Refugee Resttlement: A Passion for Justice” of the Beargrass
Christian Church podcast dropping Thursday, November 14.

