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Advent Happenings at Beargrass
By Rev. Rob Shrader, Dr. Susan Lowe & 
Rev. Steven Straub

While nothing in 2020 is quite like any other 
year there is still much to celebrate! Even 
during a pandemic there are events this 
holiday season to anticipate and enjoy! 
 Wednesday, December 16 @ 6:30 pm 
The Children’s Choir, Children’s Handbell Choir, 
and Melody Makers will present their annual 
Christmas Concert! Mrs. Meg and Rev. Mr. Steven 
have been hard at work with the children for 
months preparing several musical numbers 
to make the season bright! Enjoy Beargrass 
favorites like “Holiday Lights” as well as the new 
Beargrass Bucket Drum Band! The concert will 
stream on our website, www.beargrass.org. 
 Sunday, December 20 @ 6:30 pm
The Beargrass Choir, Praise Team, and other 
Beargrass musical ensembles will present a 
Virtual Christmas Cantata. Dan, John, Meg and 
Steven have been gathering our many talented 
and dedicated musicians in small groups 
as they prepare for this event. The Virtual 
Christmas Cantata will stream on our website.
 Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Traditionally Beargrass holds three different 
Christmas Eve services. Each one is unique 
and special in its own way. However, this 
year we will stream one, unified Christmas 
Eve Service featuring all our various musical 
ensembles. The service will be posted to 
our website at noon on Christmas Eve 
for you to enjoy at your convenience. 

 Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
If you would like an in-person worship 
experience on Christmas Eve (assuming the 
weather cooperates), we will hold two very 
brief worship services in the parking lot. We 
will gather at 5:00 pm and again at 8:00 
pm for scripture reading, prayer, the lighting 
of candles, and the singing of “Silent Night.” 
As Christmas Eve approaches, we will make 
more specific plans for these services. Masks 
and social distancing will be required for 
all who attend. Watch for more information 
about these services and an opportunity to 
make a reservation in the Beargrass E-News. 
 Christmas Pictures – Many families enjoy 
taking pictures together around the Christmas 
Tree in our sanctuary. We would like to offer you 
that opportunity again this year. On Christmas 
Eve starting at 5:15 pm our sanctuary will 
be open for one family at a time to take their 
picture in front of our beautiful tree. The 
sanctuary will remain open and available 
until the 8:00 pm Christmas Eve Parking Lot 
Service. Watch for an opportunity to make 
reservations in the Beargrass E-News.
 Sunday, December 27
The Christmas Sunday worship service will 
feature our favorite carols and greetings 
from a great many Beargrass families. A 
special treat you won’t want to miss!
 We appreciate everyone’s flexibility 
and understanding as we navigate these 
difficult times. We love you and we miss 
you and we can’t wait for the day when we 
can all gather together again, in person, 
and unmasked. But, until then, may the joy 
of the season overcome every obstacle and 
overtake you as we celebrate together God’s 
ultimate gift of love, the birth of Jesus.
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Beargrass Alternative
Giving Fair
By Mike Puckett - Outreach Division Chair

 Beargrass has many wonderful, long-standing 
traditions. The Alternative Giving Fair, which 
dates back 1½ decades, is an Advent opportunity 
for us to take the hope of the Christ Child beyond 
our walls to those in need. While the pandemic 
has created obstacles for our church family in 
congregating, the needs around us have not 
abated – in fact, they seem greater than ever. So, 
we invite you to consider a donation to any or all 
of the following:

This food bank has served Kentuckiana for 
50 years. It partners with some 300 local social 
service agencies such as food pantries, shelters, 
and emergency kitchens to distribute food. 
Dare To Care provided 22 million meals to the 
community during the past year.

While Habitat’s work is home building, their 
purpose is to change lives with hope brought 
through housing solutions of home ownership, 
community development and home repair. 
Donations are channeled through Habitat of 
Metro Louisville.

This Christ-centered facility in Guatemala 
provides a family environment to meet the 
physical, educational, medical, spiritual 
and other needs of its young residents. 
Many Beargrass mission teams have 
traveled there over the past decade.

Lighthouse’s mission is to provide 
neighborhood youth with a safe place to learn 
and grow through educational, economic, and 
spiritual programs. Homework completion, 
tutoring in math and reading, and a hot meal 
are its after-school focus.

This local ministry provides safe water solutions 
internationally. It does so through purification 
systems, training in their installation, and 
overall health education. Empowering 
communities to handle their own safe water 
needs, WaterStep has also worked with 
Beargrass mission teams.

Founded at Beargrass in 2013, our members 
and friends continue to play an integral part 
in this ministry. Fed With Faith is dedicated to 
serving the homeless population in Louisville, 
providing meals along with collecting and 
delivering donations of coats, blankets, and 
other essentials.
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 The Alternative Giving Fair will be featured 
in worship on December 6 and 13.  Each of the 
organizations listed above will be highlighted 
through social media posts and on our website 
during the Advent season. You may donate online 
at www.beargrass.org or mail a check to church, 
noting how you would like your contribution to 
any or all of these organizations applied. Since 
we are not able to gather for in-person worship 
this Advent, the Alternative Giving Fair will not 
be limited to weekend worship. The online tab 
to donate will be available December 6-18 on 
our website (simply click on the Giving Fair banner 
graphic on the top of the homepage or scroll down 
to the News of Note).
The total amount donated will be shared in 
worship on December 20.
 As we move closer to the celebration of 
the birth of the Christ Child and consider his 
teachings as well as our many blessings from 
God, we invite you to be a blessing to others.

...Giving Fair Cont.

 For years, we have decorated the sanctuary 
with poinsettias as we celebrate the Advent 
season and Christmas. This year will be no 
different even though this year will be different 
in many ways! If you would like to purchase a 
poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one, 
please visit our website (simply scroll down on 
the homepage to the Poinsettia Order Form unders 
News of Note) to place your order. Poinsettias are 
$10 each and money and information are due 
by December 14. Questions? Contact the church 
office at (502) 896-1161

By Dr. Susan Lowe

Church Database Changes
By Rev. Steven Straub

 For several decades, Beargrass has used a 
software program called Shelby© to serve as the 
church database where the office staff maintains 
attendance, church member information, 
building schedule, and financial records. 
 The Shelby© program is being phased out 
by its manufacturer. After months of research, 
the office staff and ministers have made the 
decision to move to a platform called Shelby 
Next©. This program will have many advantages 
for our congregation. Members will be able to 
update their own membership information 
as well as access their contribution records. 
These and other features will be rolled out 
over a several-month period in 2021.
 As part of this transition, the church will be 
moving our online giving to Shelby Next© as 
well, so tithe.ly© will be phased out. Those 
who currently have regular giving set up 
through tithe.ly© will need to cancel their 
payments as of 12-31-2020 and sign up for 
Shelby Next© to begin on 1-1-2021. Jenell will 
be reaching out to individuals who currently 
have recurring giving through tithe.ly© to help 
them make the transition to the new platform. 
 If you any questions about this process, please 
contact Jenell or Reesey in the church office.
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Andy & Laura Means  – Mary Easterling 
– Rebecca Booth – David & Jennie 
Heintzman – Fred & Anita Gambke 
– Todd & Kristi Smith – Bradford & 
Margaret Cowgill – Walton & Monica 
Carpenter – Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Davis 
– Mrs. Lee Davis – Friendship Class

Gifts To Beargrass

In Memory of Jack Carpenter: 

In Memory of Farris Dixon:
Michael & Diane Fahrbach

In Memory of Betty Brafford
Dorothy Shaw

 As this marathon of a year quickly draws to 
a close, the endownment team would like you 
to know about a couple of charitable giving 
tax opportunities you might be able to take 
advantage of here before the end of 2020.
 The CARES Act not only supplied taxpayers 
with much needed stimulus payments this 
year, it also allows individual taxpayers to take 
a deduction of up to $300 for cash donations 
made in 2020 when they file their tax return 
in the spring. This applies even if they take the 
standard deduction (for 2020, the standard 
deduction is $12,400 for single filers and 
$24,800 for married couple filing jointly). 
According to a November 20, 2020, article in the 
New York Times, “Because the deduction is taken 
‘above the line’ it reduces, by up to $300, your 
adjusted gross income – an important number 
because it determines your eligibility for tax 
credits and other deductions.”
 Additionally, the CARES Act provides another 
unique opportunity for philanthropists in 2020. 
The Act suspends the 60% of income cap on 
deduction of charitable gifts for this year only. 
This means that someone wanting to give a large 
sum (ie. to create or support an endowment) 
could fully deduct the amount given up to their 
total income for the year. It also means money 
could be taken from traditional retirement 
accounts such as an IRA and declared as income 
but entirely offset as a deduction, if those funds 
are gifted to a qualified charity. Under prior law 
the amount of the deduction was limited to 60% 
of income. That meant 40% of the money taken 
from the retirement account was subject to the 
payment of income tax.
 Alternatively, and although the CARES Act 
provided a waiver of the RMD requirement 
for 2020, the Qualified Charitable Distribution 
is still available to those who are interested 
in making distributions directly from their 
retirement accounts.  

End of Year Planning

 A wonderful, inspiring example of this would 
be the recent creation of the Beyond the Walls: 
Mission Endowed Fund that was recently created 
from a generous donor’s retirement account! 
This year has been a challenge for everyone, but 
we are grateful for your support of the work and 
continued mission of Beargrass Christian Church. 
We pray 2021 brings us back together to gather 
in worship and fellowship!
 Beargrass provides no tax or legal advice. 
Please consult a qualified professional whose advice 
is valuable to you.

By Chad Turner - Endowment Chair


