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 November seems to be a big month for 
decisions. Traditionally, elections are held in 
November, and in much of America, so are 
financial stewardship campaigns! As I write 
this article, both of these outcomes for us as 
members of Beargrass Christian Church are… 
undecided! That means the future direction of 
the country and our congregation are “too close 
to call.”
 For the nation, by the time you read this 
newsletter, the count may have been completed 
and the picture will have some clarity. As for 
our church, we won’t know the outcome of our 
finances until the end of the month, and the 
answer is up to you. Just as the ballot box is the 
place to have our say in the election, the estimate 
of giving card is how we “cast our lot” in favor of 
our church’s mission and ministry.
 I realize it may seem strange to compare our 
voting to our commitment cards – but the words 
of Jesus “Where your treasure is, so will your 
heart be also” come to mind. When we make the 
decision to invest our resources as a partner in 
the transformative work of the gospel, we are 
saying “I want to discover that my heart is in the 
right place – that it is aligned with the values of 
the realm of God.”  
 The over-arching theme for our time of 
decision is “Faithful, Hopeful, Loving”, based on 
1 Corinthians 13:13.  There, Paul states “These 
three remain, faith, hope, and love, but the 
greatest of these is love.” We are taking the time to 
reflect on how God is ever faithful to us and calls 
us to be the same toward the Holy One; how the 
gospel causes us to be hopeful, despite whatever 
circumstances we find ourselves in – and calls us 
to give the power of that hope to the world; and 
the way in which God loves us – without limits, 

and calls us to express that concretely through 
loving acts of kindness to others. 
 Each of the next three weeks we will explore 
these ideas and we will hear from members 
of our congregation about how they believe 
Beargrass is making a difference for them and 
for the community in which we live. I want to 
encourage you to be a part of our virtual worship 
community for these messages, to pray for how 
you respond to the challenge to deepen your 
walk with Christ and to grow in the spiritual 
discipline of giving.  
 You will be invited to make your commitment 
for 2021 on November 22. Once you receive 
your estimate of giving card in a letter later 
this month, you may mail it to or drop it by 
the church office, or you can access an online 
estimate of giving card which will go directly to 
the Jenell Buckman. A digital commitment card 
will be available soon on our website, 
www.beargrass.org. 
 We have a great legacy to celebrate and have 
much to look forward to as a congregation. Most 
of all, we have so much to be thankful for in what 
God has done and is doing – and I thank you for 
your generous response. The only limits we have 
to our witness are those we place on ourselves. 
Let’s imagine and “vote for” a world with more 
faith, hope and love.

Faithful, Hopeful, Loving 
A Call to Stewardship
By Bruce Barkhauer
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 With Leigh Bond retiring, Beargrass formed 
a committee to search for a new senior pastor. 
Our thanks go out to the members of the Search 
Committee: Linda Sewell (Chair), Allison 
Dawson, Barbara Decker, Stacy DeCoste, Bob 
Gilewski, Denise Hatfield, Justin Key, Donna 
Knight, Mike Puckett and Sydney Travis. 
 The Committee held its first meeting last 
year in December, and has met and worked 
diligently since that time. The search began with 
training on the search process with our Regional 
Minister. The Committee used his training and 
advice to conduct our search based on the 
region’s best practices.
 The position was posted, 30 different 
candidates were considered and the Search 
Committee received 18 papers of interest. The 
candidates were the result of either the region’s 
Search and Call process or from our Committee’s 
network of contacts. We interviewed candidates 
as far west as Arizona. Each resume/paper 
is about 25-30 pages long! The Committee 
reviewed the papers individually and as a group, 
a few were rejected for not being fully qualified, 
and the Committee selected the top 5 candidates. 
These 5 were interviewed in more depth via 
Zoom. At that point the top 3 candidates were 
selected. These last interviews were in person, 
socially distanced, of course.
 All of our candidates’ papers came with 
written references, the Committee members 
called the references of these top 3, asking more 
probing questions. The Committee members 
listened to countless online sermons by each 
candidate. Each meeting included prayer for 
wisdom, discernment and openness to the will of 
God. It was a difficult decision because every one 
of our candidates was very qualified. The good 
news is the realization our denomination has 
marvelous, talented ministers. Our committee 
enjoyed getting to meet these folks.
 In the end, however, there was one candidate 
that stood out as the right one for Beargrass; his 
name is Trey Flowers.

Reflections On The Senior 
Minister Search Process
By Linda Sewell - Search Committee Chair

 Trey is currently serving as Senior Pastor 
at Downey Avenue Christian Church in 
Indianapolis and plans to start here at Beargrass 
in January 2021. 
 On Sunday, October 11, over Zoom meetings, 
the Ministerial Leadership Team unanimously 
affirmed Trey’s nomination, the Board and 
Congregation overwhelmingly approved him. 
The video presentation that was shown on the 
Zoom meetings introducing Trey Flowers can be 
accessed via the following link on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/cAEaMjQyfx0 
 We are delighted to have Trey and his family 
join our Beargrass Family in January!

Rev. Flowers has been serving on the staff of 
Disciples congregations for more than twenty 
years. He began his church career directing 
youth programs for eight seasons at Lindenwood 
Christian Church in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Trey then spent nine years in Nashville as a 
minister at one of the largest churches in the 
denomination – Woodmont Christian Church 
– where he helped oversee a large staff and 
launched their emergent worship service, 
“The Bridge.” While serving as Senior Pastor at 
Downey Avenue Christian Church, Trey led a 
mission/vision process and successful capital 
campaign while the congregation experienced 
top 10 membership growth among all Disciples 
of Christ congregations in the country and a 30% 
increase in stewardship giving.
 Trey is a graduate of Texas Christian 
University (recently elected to its National 
Alumni Board) and received both a Master of 
Divinity degree and a Master of Public Policy 
degree from Vanderbilt University. Having 
now completed six years of study at Phillips 
Theological Seminary, he will graduate with a 
Doctor of Ministry degree in December of 2020 
with a concentration in preaching.
 Trey is motivated by a special care for those at 
the margins. In 2007, he rode his bicycle 4,200 
miles across the country (from San Francisco, 
California to Washington, D.C.) as a fundraiser 
for people with disabilities. After surviving the 
2010 earthquake in Haiti while on a mission trip 

Meet Our New Senior Minister
Rev. Trey Flowers!

to Port-au-Prince, he helped raise money and 
public awareness for the recovery efforts there. 
Trey has also served on the boards of Teach 
for America, Nashville’s Emerging Leaders and 
Community Nashville. He was also the founding 
President of the Irvington Community Network’s 
Advocacy Board. Trey was nominated as a 
2013 Fellow of the Nashville Emerging Leaders 
program and was selected for the 2018 cohort of 
Indiana’s Pastoral Leadership Program through 
Wabash College. He is also a proud alumnus 
of the Disciples Bethany Fellows program and 
Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt.
 Trey met his wife, Merillat, during the 2009 
Disciples General Assembly in Indianapolis. 
Merillat works in nonprofit workforce 
development and – as the daughter of two 
Disciples ministers – she is fifth generation 
Disciple on both sides of her family. Their 
daughter, Bailey, was born in 2018, and the 
Flowers family is expecting their second child – 
a baby boy due in March! Their growing family 
also includes an English Bulldog, Beasley, named 
after the religion building at TCU.

Robert Eberenz - John & Barbara 
Trompeter - Donna Ensor - Kevin & 
Ellen Tucker - John & Mary Masick - 
Edward & Joyce Hoyle & Family - Judy 
Nichols & Family - Marjorie Hanks - 
Kenneth & Bonnie Chester - James & 
Gloria Carpenter - Joann Wood - Ernst 
Camentz - Charles & Katherine Boyer 
- Steven & Lisa Cooper - Brandon & 
Lara Fincher - Frank & Frankie Purdy 
- James & Suzanne Grubbs - Richard 
Barnett - Mather & Co. CPA’s - Robert 
& Laura Duane & Family - Bailey & 
Ann Taylor - Phil Gross -  Linda Rueff.

Gifts To Beargrass

In Memory of Jack Carpenter: 

In Memory of Farris Dixon:
Margaret Webb - John & Deborah Locke 
- Betty Noel - Ed & Betty Monheimer - 
Marjorie Hanks - Mary Beth Slattery.

In Memory of Zella Johnson:
Beargrass Friendship Class.

Beargrass Fellowship Class.
In Memory of Carolyn Kelley:

In Honor of Dr. Leigh Bond to the Mary 
Beth Guy Helping Hands Fund: 
Beargrass Fellowship Class - 
John & Jeannine Richardson.
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Celebrating Our Refugee 
Family’s Arrival

News From The Lexington 
Theological Seminary

By Mike Puckett

By Rev. Steven Straub
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 Sayiba, Ancille, Jean, and Cecile finally reunited 
with their son and sibling, Rutigerera! They came 
through security at Muhammad Ali International 
Airport on September 21 – a whole 12 months 
late and on their 4th scheduled arrival. It was a 
wonderful reunion. The family is now residing 
in a small home in the Newburg neighborhood, 
where they quarantined for the first 2 weeks. 
In a recent front yard visit, Sayiba profusely and 
prayerfully expressed his family’s gratitude for all 
the assistance and prayers Beargrass provided 
for their journey. They are now enthusiastically 
setting about making a new life in Louisville, 
after 24 years in the Rwandan refugee camp.
 Their home was furnished from the KRM 
warehouse of donated items. Of course, they 
still need lots of help. Their most pressing needs 
going forward are food and winter clothing, given 
the significant change in climate they will soon 
face. If you would like to assist Sayiba and his 
family, that may best be accomplished through 
gift cards given the pandemic – either from 
Walmart or Kroger. Such cards can be dropped 
at the church office (checks may also be mailed, 
allowing us to purchase the cards on your behalf). 
If you have any questions, I can be reached at: 
(502) 593-7148 or mike.t.puckett@gmail.com.
 Thank you for your ongoing 
prayers and generosity.

 LTS recently announced that 8 students 
have received scholarships from Beargrass 
for the 2020-2021 academic year. The 
Beargrass Scholars program began in 1966 as 
a commitment from the congregation to invest 
in future pastors, preachers and leaders for 
the church. Beargrass has made it a priority to 
continue to offer these scholarship gifts each 
year as part of its annual budget and overall 
outreach/mission giving.
 LTS President Charisse Gillett noted, “LTS 
accomplishes its mission in partnership with 
congregations. We are deeply grateful for 
Beargrass Christian Church, which supports 
the education of students responding to 
God’s call to ministry.”

This year’s recipients are:

LTS recently held its annual golf scramble 
to support the mission and ministry of the 
seminary. Beargrass was the winner of the 
LTS Golf Scramble Congregation Award!  
Team members included Chad Turner, John 
Tremayne, Dwight Grammer and Mike 
Blackwell. Congrats to the Beargrass team!

Golf Scramble

Mary Godfrey (Haneyville, AL)
Will Johnson (Macon, GA)

Linda Kowatch (Boulder, CO)
J. Marc Nattier (Foley, AL)
Lyn Oakley (Knoxville, TN)

Rob Schwartz (Milford, CT)
Sarah Smith (Youngstown, OH)

Jodi Stillisano (Stow, OH)


