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Bond-Voyage:
Celebrating 24 Great Years
By Rev. Steven Straub

After 24 years of faithful ministry at Beargrass,
Dr. Leigh Bond will retire from Beargrass
Christian Church on October 31, 2020.
A “Celebrate Leigh” team has been working on
ways to celebrate Leigh’s ministry while keeping
everyone safe and healthy during these unusual
times. Special thanks to Bruce Barkhauer, Stacy
DeCoste, Frank Farris, Donna Farris and Becky
Mosley who have worked with Steven, Rob and
Susan to find creative ways to celebrate Leigh’s
24 indelible years of ministry.
Several presentations and recognitions will
occur during our live-stream worship on Sunday,
October 25. The entire congregation will be
invited to watch the service virtually to hear
Leigh’s final sermon and celebrate his ministry.
For those wishing to thank Leigh in-person, a
drive-by celebration will take place on Sunday,
October 18 from 11 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5 pm.
A Sign-up Genius link will be emailed to all
church members to sign-up for specific time slots
to greet Leigh and Ellen.
At the drive-by celebration, Beargrass members
will have the opportunity to drop-off notes, cards
and love offerings to Leigh. Steven, Susan, and

Rob will be on-hand to collect those items as
people arrive and place them in a designated
basket. Cards and love offerings can also be
dropped off at the church office during normal
office hours.
You can also make a love offering directly
to Beargrass by making a check payable to
Beargrass and mailing it to Jenell Buckman in
the church office, with a note stating this is a gift
for Leigh. She will combine all the offerings to
give to Leigh. Please note that these gifts are not
tax-deductible gifts to Beargrass.
Please know that in addition to these love
offerings, the church has also budgeted a special
offering for Leigh to thank and honor him for his
many years of service.
There will also be a way for members to make
videos to send Leigh greetings. An email will be
sent to all church members with directions with
a link to the appropriate site to record/submit
their greetings and well wishes.
If anyone has any questions about Leigh’s
retirement celebration, please feel free to
contact Steven, Susan or Rob.
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WORSHIP with hope

Bond-Voyage:
Timeline of Service & Ministry

»

By Rev. Steven Straub

As we celebrate Dr. Leigh Bond’s 24-year
ministry at Beargrass, we also celebrate that
1,450 people joined the church via transfer and
another 401 people were baptized during Leigh’s
time here. Let’s look at some of the highlights —

1997

Rev. Leigh Bond is called
as senior minister

2000

BCC began Saturday
evening worship service

Leigh established 1st
Dream Team, resulting in
Beargrass 2000 Vision Plan

2005

»
2004

BCC conducted back-to-back 3
year capital campaigns, with
a new Fill the Cup campaign.
Pledges totaled $1,400,000

2003

»

First refugee family welcomed
by Beargrass, the first of
15 families assisted during
Leigh’s tenure

2013

Pedal Power outreach ministry begins &
Fed With Faith forms a mission partnership
with Beargrass to care for the homeless
in Louisville

Beargrass concludes 70-week streak of
welcoming a new member each week &
Miracle Day campaign raises $550,000
to help reduce church debt, to free up
funds for outreach

2002

2001

Leigh established a 2nd Dream
Team for BCC visioning

After forming a 4-step plan Leigh began in 2000 for funding
capital improvements, a campaign called 2001 Space Odyssey
was conducted between Easter Sunday & Pentecost Sunday.
A goal of $1,500,000 in pledges was achieved

1998

8 am Sunday worship service added by Leigh;
he also began Inquirers/Newcomers classes for visitors
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GROW together as a community of faith

2006

Stemming from Beargrass 2000 Vision Plan,
in 1999 the Task Force recommended the
construction of a new sanctuary – in 2005
BCC Board approved a contract for the
construction of a new sanctuary

Christmas Eve services were
held in the new sanctuary,
which was formally dedicated
in a Sunday afternoon service
on January 21, 2007

2007
St. Matthews Farmers Market
started on church grounds on
Saturday mornings, running
from May through September

2017
Beargrass has year-long celebration
of its 100th anniversary at the current
location & its 175th Disciples birthday

2014
Chelsea Bennett, middle child of Leigh & Ellen, gives birth to triplet
sons, a defining mark for many in the church of our 2017 Celebration
of Celebrations, so named by Leigh.

SERVE with generosity & a passion for justice

“The Giving Tree”
for Family Scholar House
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By Rev. Steven Straub

The Pumpkin Caper is Coming!
By Rev. Steven Straub

The Pumpkin Caper will be here Saturday
October 17-31! BSA Troop 115 will start selling
pumpkins Saturday-Sunday 9:30 am - 8:00 pm
and Monday-Friday 4:30 - 8:00 pm. Come by
their patch to pick out your perfect pumpkin!
All proceeds benefit Scouts BSA Troop 115,
sponsored by Beargrass Christian Church.

Once again, the children’s ministry team with be
partnering with Family Scholar House to provide
books and pajamas for the young children living
on their various campuses.
Family Scholar House works to break the cycle
of poverty by providing housing and assistance
to single parents earning their college degrees.
Since 2011, Beargrass has participated in their
holiday gatherings by providing books and
pajamas to all the children.
This year, the “Giving Tree” will look a little
different. Look for additional information in
upcoming e-News articles in the weeks ahead.

Gifts To Beargrass

All Saints Day
All Saints Day

• In memory of Wilbert Wilson:
Robert Gilewski & Nancy Kuppersmith David & Cindy Blount

By Dr. Susan Lowe

As we all know, this year has brought significant changes to the way we live, as well as changes and
challenges to many things surrounding death. Many have experienced the illness and death of a loved
one with the inability to be present as much as desired (if at all) with them. Additionally, in-person
support from the community through visitations, as well as comfort from in-person services for both
family and friends have been extremely limited. In the midst of all the challenges, we give thanks that
God’s presence remains known to us in a variety of ways. I pray God’s presence will be known to each
and all this November 1 as we gather virtually for worship to celebrate All Saints Day, a day we
celebrate saints who have gone on before us and reflect on our communion with all the saints. I hope
you will join us for worship on that day as we remember and honor those in our church family who
have gone on to be with God in this last year.
Please continue to keep the families and friends of those we remember and celebrate this year
in your thoughts and prayers:

Bob Ballou  Harlan Blount  Nella Blount  Betty Brafford  Sherrill Brakmeier  June Bridgewater 
Mary Ann Brummette  Steve Callahan  Susan Collins  Helen Cox  George Duthie  Lu Ford 
Wil Grubbs  Barbara Hagans  Stephen Hurt  Zella Johnson  Bruce Karem  Eleanor “Ellie” Kayrouz 
Dale Maish  Phillip Marshall  Bettie Mattingly  Don Miller  Ann Northcutt  Louise Robinson 
Paul Rom  Ken Rouse, Sr.  Nancy Rupp  Mikey Smalls  Gordon Snyder  Tom Walker 
Dean Wilson  Wilbert Wilson  Donna Wirick  Estella Wright

