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A New Year At Beargrass
By Rev. Steven Straub, 
Dr. Susan Lowe & Rev. Rob Shrader

 As we start a new year, ministry is continuing 
in many ways at Beargrass. Here’s a preview of 
what is happening this month:

Sunday Morning Worship
 We celebrated Epiphany on Sunday, January 3. 
Steven preached on the story of the Magi from 
Matthew 2:1-12, and members of the praise 
team led the music.
 On Sunday, January 10, the service will focus 
on the story of Jesus’s baptism. Rob will preach 
that day, and members of the Beargrass choir 
will lead the music. The Children’s choir has also 
recorded a song for this service.
 On Sunday, January 17, the service will focus 
on how young Samuel responded to God’s call.  
Steven will preach that day, and members of the 
praise team will lead the music. 
 On Sunday, January 24, the service will focus 
on how Jonah responded to God’s call. Susan, 
Rob and Steven will share the pulpit that day, 
and members of the Beargrass choir will lead the 
music.
 On Sunday, January 31, Trey Flowers will 
preach his first sermon. 

Special Sunday School Event
 On Sunday, January 24, the Green Chalice Team 
will present a special educational event during 
the Sunday School hour. (See article on pg. 2)

Board Meeting Moved to February
The board meeting scheduled for Monday, 
January 25 has been postponed until February.  
Board members will receive an e-mail with 
the new date and Zoom link for the February 
meeting.

Dr. Trey Flowers Arriving Soon!
 Finally, we celebrate that Dr. Trey Flowers will 
begin his ministry as the new senior minister of 
Beargrass on Monday, January 25. As indicated 
above, he will preach for the first time on 
Sunday, January 31.
 

Other On-going Events
• Sunday school classes (contact a minister to 
learn more).

• Wednesday morning Bible study with Rev. Bob 
Sutton (contact Susan for link).

• Thursday evening Bible study with Daniel 
Spurlock (contact Daniel for link).

 If you have any questions about what is 
happening at Beargrass in January, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Susan, Steven or Rob.
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Beargrass Alternative
Giving Fair
By Rev. Steven Straub

 The Mission Support Team would like to thank 
everyone who supported the 2020 Alternative 
Giving Fair. Through donations made both online 
and mailed to the office, the Alternative Giving 
Fair raised a record $17,775! 
 The agencies benefiting from these donations 
are Dare to Care, Fed with Faith, Habitat for 
Humanity, Hope for Tomorrow, Lighthouse 
Academy and WaterStep.
 Even in midst of a pandemic, Beargrass 
continued to show that great generosity 
flows from these walls. Many non-profits saw 
decreased giving in 2020, making the gifts from 
the Alternative Giving Fair even more important 
and will help these agencies continue their 
missions in 2021. Thank you, Beargrass!

Dr. Susan Lowe to Teach at Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
By Rev. Rob Shrader

 Though we may occasionally joke about Susan 
being “Dr. Death” it is true that she is a certified  
Thanatologist (scientific study of dying, death and 
grief, along with their effects on individuals and 
society) and an expert in death, dying and grief. 
 While well known to us, her expertise in this 
area has been recently recognized by Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and she will 
be teaching a class on the subject for seminary 
students called, “Death, Dying, Grief, and Loss” 
during the month-long January 2021 term. 
The focus of the class is for students to learn 
grief styles and theories, counseling techniques, 
issues surrounding end-of-life decisions and 
planning funerals as well as the ability to 
articulate their theology of dying so as to equip 
them in their ministerial setting.  
 We celebrate with Dr. Lowe on this terrific 
honor and look forward to hearing all about her 
experiences as an adjunct seminary professor.
 We give thanks for the many ways Susan 
continues to bless our church family and are 
grateful she can share those blessings with LPTS 
students this month. 

Green Chalice to Host
Sunday School Guest
 On Sunday, January 24, 2021 the Green Chalice 
will welcome, via zoom, guest speaker Rev. Dawn 
Cooley from the Kentucky Interfaith Power and 
Light during Sunday School. The session will 
start at 10:30 am and will last approximately one 
hour. The topic of the session is “Practical and 
Easy Steps to Better Creation Care” and all are 
invited. The Zoom link and details can be found 
in the Jan. 6 e-news. For questions, email Nancy 
Kuppersmith - nkuppersmith@gmail.com.
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 Wow! What a year 2020 was! As we kick-off a 
fresh new year, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to recap the Beargrass Christian Church 
Perpetual Endowment’s 2020 and trumpet our 
thanks for your continued support. 
 When we turned the page from 2019 to 2020 
we anticipated a volatile year in the market 
as generally accompanies an election year, 
but nothing could have prepared us for the 
tumultuous year that we faced. Fortunately, 
our partnership with the Christian Church 
Foundation proved to be valuable as we 
weathered the dramatic downturn in March 
in steady fashion under their time-tested & 
disciplined financial guidance. To wit, we ended 
2020 in a better position than when we started 
it. All the while, we were able to confidently 
make distributions to Beargrass’ budget in 
excess of $47,000!
 In a year like the one we’ve just lived through, 
it is comforting to know that proceeds from 
the Endowment enable the church to continue 
its mission even when the storms come.  
Beargrass:Forever means “Forever” and not just 
in the easy times.
 Additionally, we at the Endowment Board 
would like to recognize and thank those that 
made gifts and bequests to the Endowment 
Fund these last six months. Anonymous (2), The 
Estate of Jack Carpenter, and the Agape Sunday 
School Class. It is through contributions such as 
these that not only boost the sustainability of the 
Endowment Fund, but enable it to make larger 
and larger distributions to the general budget 
each year.  
 Although we have started the vaccination 
process, many difficult days remain ahead of 
us. Hang in there. We will be back together in 
worship and fellowship soon. In the meantime, 
I want to emphasize that we are continually 
grateful for your unrelenting support of the work 
and mission of Beargrass Christian Church!

Beargrass Endowment 
2020 Recap
By Chad Turner - Endowment Chair

Sharon Ellis

Gifts To Beargrass

In Memory of Ron Johnson: 

In Memory of Jean Crosier:
Jeanette Wortham · Carol Challas · 
Patricia Perry · Minnie McDonald · 
Peggy Adams

In Memory of Susan Collins

In Honor of Genny Morgan & Family

In Honor of Dr. Leigh Bond

Jeanette Wortham & Patrick, 
Alexandra & Jennifer Collins

Susan Phipps

The Geneva & Gary Straub Fund
from inFaith Community Foundation

 “Cast all of your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you.” - 1 Peter 5:7.
 In today’s electronic-based world, where can we 
go to celebrate God, and relax and revel in God’s 
earthly creation? The answer is the natural world. 
 The Japanese call it “forest bathing”. Others 
say it means taking in the forest through all of 
our five senses. Hear the birds singing. Look 
at the forest greens and the sunlight filtering 
through. Smell the pines. Taste the air’s freshness 
as you breathe deeply. Touch a tree trunk or a 
forest stream. Of course, you may find your own 
special place in God’s creation. For me, it is a tall, 
majestic forest from God. “Whoever dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of 
the almighty.” - Psalm 91:1.

God’s Gift of the Natural World
By Dick Dennis - Green Chalice Committee
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Refugee Update
By Bob Gilewski  - Vice Chair of the Board

 Five and a half years ago - just after midnight 
on June 11, 2015 - Narin Hamo and her four 
young sons, Ahmad, Masood, Mohamad and 
Abdin walked through the Louisville airport 
terminal and were enthusiastically welcomed by 
about a dozen members of Beargrass Christian 
Church and Kentucky Refugee Ministries (KRM). 
Their journey by air began in Istanbul, Turkey 
twenty four hours earlier. Their journey as 
refugees began years before that when they 
left their home in Aleppo, Syria for a refugee 
camp in Turkey. Their journey in the United 
States hit a wonderful milestone a few weeks 
ago in the Federal Building in downtown 
Louisville on December 16, when Narin took 
the Oath to become a US Citizen, having passed 
her test three weeks earlier on November 
25, her 35th birthday. Congratulations, 
Narin! Since her sons are all younger than 
eighteen, they are also now US Citizens.
 At the time of their arrival, Narin and her 
boys were the eleventh refugee family Beargrass 
had co-sponsored. As usual, our congregation 
generously furnished their apartment with food, 
furniture, and all the essentials. We covered 
their rent for several months. We provided 
clothes for all five members of the family. Pedal 
Power provided bicycles. Working with KRM, 
we provided transportation to appointments 
and assistance in acclimating to life in America. 
God’s love was shining from our church!
 Narin and her boys, who now range in 
age from nine to fifteen, live in a house 
in the Bashford Manor area.  They are 
dealing with COVID-19 restrictions much 
as we are. Narin continues to improve her 
English, which is her fourth language after 

Kurdish, Arabic, and Turkish.  The boys 
have easily picked up English in school to 
complement their native Kurdish language.
 They give thanks to Beargrass for all 
God has done through us, and we welcome 
five new United States citizens!

Anonymous in honor of our “3 Pulpiteers”: 
Susan, Steven & Rob. 

Jacquelyn Christensen in memory of 
Patricia Eckerle.

Jan Conry in memory of Charles Conry -  
Anne & Gene Hovendon.

Jane Eberle in memory of David A. Eberle, 
MD., our parents & my sister, Linda.

Bertha Glenn in memory of Bob Glenn.

Sarah, Chris & Biz Gold in memory of Betty 
Druien - Phyllis Rees - Juanita Madison.

Wilma Judson in memory of Calvert Pettit - 
Jean Wentworth.

Nancy Kuppersmith & Bob Gilewski in honor 
of grandchildren Owl, Bissy, EJ & Lily.

Marikeith Mercke in memory of those near & 
dear to my heart.

Zach Nallinger & Mills Nallinger Sublett in 
memory of our dad, Dr. Richard Nallinger.

Debbie & Daniel Spurlock in memory of 
Bob & Sue Ballou.

Kathy Wise & family in memory of
Joe Wise & Sue Ballou.

Poinsettias Available To Be Picked-Up

 The poinsettias are now ready to be picked up 
during normal business hours. Stop by the office 
entrance on the Shelbyville Rd. side and ring the 
bell. We thank all those below who purchased a 
poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one:


