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Ash Wednesday at Beargrass

Beargrass Member Challenge

    Wednesday, March 2, is Ash Wednesday! 
This marks the beginning of Lent! To begin our 
Lenten season, we will again offer a time of 
interactive worship throughout Ash Wednesday. 
During the hours of 12:00-2:00 PM and 4:00-
7:00 PM, we invite you to begin to participate in 
the various stations that will be set up in rooms 
throughout the church.
    Each station will offer a time of reflection 
and response as there will be opportunities to 
actively think about what it means to repent, 
rest, reconcile, refocus, and renew (ie., when 
focusing on rest there will be opportunity to walk 
a labyrinth and learn about and practice breath 
prayer). The final station will be in the sanctuary 
where you will have the opportunity to spend 
time in prayer and receive the imposition of 
ashes by one of our ministers.
    We estimate it will take no more than an hour 
to go through all the stations and so ask you to 
begin no later than 2:00 PM or 7:00 PM for 
those respective times. Also, this is designed with 
children and families in mind, so please bring the 
family out to participate! Any questions, please 
contact the church office or one of our ministers. 
We hope to see you next week!

 During worship, we introduced the Beargrass 
“Member Challenge”- a unique opportunity to 
help us come out of this pandemic full-steam-
ahead together.
 Just imagine how much our community will 
grow and thrive this year if enough of us join in 
to Worship, Grow, and Serve together!
 God truly has blessed each of us with the 
gifts we need to be part of the mission here at 
Beargrass – together we can make a difference!

View this code with your 
camera to download your 
printable bookmark & 
join the challenge today!
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Quiz:
Is The 6:15 PM Table Service Right For You?
By Alan Forsythe

 I challenge each of you 
to take this quiz about 
what you REALLY seek to 
make a worship service 
the most meaningful 
experience for you. Each 
of these attributes are 
features of the 6:15 PM 
Sunday TABLE Service.

Sacred Space: 
Grief Support Group

 We invite any and all to join 
us on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:30-7:30 in Room 114 for 
a time of listening, sharing, 
and learning from one 
another about grief as well as 
receiving care, support, and 
help in living with and moving through our grief. 
Questions? Contact Susan Lowe at 
susan@beargrass.org

By Dr. Susan Lowe

Adult Education Opportunities
At Beargrass

 Join us the next two Sunday evenings for our 
series on Beargrass and who we are as a part of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
We have had great discussion and encourage you 
to be a part of the learning and fellowship. We 
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 4:30 PM.
• March 6: Serving with a Passion for Justice 
– Chris Rakestraw will lead us in discussion on 
ways Beargrass has and hopes to continue to live 
out its vision of serving with a passion for justice.
• March 13: Panel discussion - We are Beargrass/
We are Disciples)
Mark your calendar for May 1 (Field Trip to Cane 
Ridge following 11:00 AM service. Details coming 
soon!)

• Do you want a formal or informal service?
The TABLE is so friendly and informal. We are 
anything BUT stiff and formal.
• Do you like incredible music?
The TABLE has Phillip Morgan—an amazing pianist, 
musician and vocalist who performs solos and 
leads the hymns.
• Do you like 45-min services or 1-hr+ services? 
The TABLE is just 45 minutes.
• Do you want to feel your presence is 
important or just another face in a large crowd? 
At The TABLE, you are noticed and important.
• Do you like feeling part of a small group by 
talking with people who care about you prior to 
and after the service?
The people of the TABLE Service love talking as a 
small group before and after the service—it is so 
family-like. We seek to be inclusive of everyone.
• Do you like feeling a connection with fellow 
worshippers who really care about you and what 
is happening in your life? 
That is how we care about you at the TABLE.
• Do you want to minimize your risk of COVID 
transmission? 
We have smaller crowds and we do wear masks at 
The TABLE.
• Do you want to hear the same meaningful 
sermons that are given on Sunday morning in a 
more informal atmosphere and at a later time? 
• Do you want more time to interact with 
our amazing ministers and fellow Beargrass 
Christians?
— If so, then The TABLE is for you! *No meeting on Ash Wednesday.
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March Birthdays
 We wish you a very happy birthday!

1: Bet Kohl · Marilyn Hicks · Joe Shoaf · Tom Brillhart
2: John Wise · Becky Powell · Janet Thomson · 
Donna Olsen
3: Christopher King · Laura Angermeier · Richard Farnau · 
Kendall Knight · Nora Roling · Sam Gritton · 
Will Flowers IV
4: Jean Korfhage · Richard Medley · Mary Farnau · 
Becky Brothers
5: Kathy Babcock 
6: Corey Kottak · Claudine Mears · Elija Peach · 
Henry Huey
7: Dorothy Hance · Summer Anderson · Bennett Roling · 
Donna Farmer
8: Katie Ciulla · Ken Koehler · Kelly Puckett · 
Melissa Draut · Louree Eason
9: Sherry Karrick
10: Libbie Martin · Chad Teaford · Eleanor Coddington · 
Hailey Brillhart
11: Susan Callander · Tom Ferree · Tim Ferree · Elijah Clark
12: David Blount · Connie Hatfield · Sandy Moyer · 
Kay Grammer · Patrick Nankivell
13: Sandy Nava · Robert Rowland · Rob Shrader
14: Don Asfahl · Loa Cox · Zora Pyevac · Sarah Yoder · 
Andrew Dawson
15: Paige Taylor · Mildred Lush · Shelby Jessee · 
Andrew Pettyjohn
16: Dave Branaman · John Tremayne · Hal Smith · 
Ezra Glauber
17: Graham Jolly · Clay Jolly · Trevor Durham · 
Ben Denton · Roger Hoffman · Jessica Dunn
18: Ron Moyer · Phil Anderson
19: Kimberly Boden · Donna Schuster · Jack Whittle
20: Kim Denton · Makenna Touro · Mitchell Touro · 
Sydney Phillips
21: Liz Barlow · Bob Hook III · Scott Messmer
23: Byron Morgan Jr. · Connie Reinhardt · Telaysia Brown
24: Caroline Mosley · Ray Clark
25: Perry Chick Jr.
26: Patrick Stetson · Silas Bottorff · Jo Causey
27: Sandy Sundheimer · Ernst Camentz · 
Cameron Mosley
28: Bill Jackson · Jeremy Gillies · Skylar Gillies · 
Henrietta Jackson
29: Mary Dempsey · Pamela Pettyjohn · Rebecca Phelps
30: Meyer Mercker · Kelly Haile · Mike Skelton · 
Beth Fryar · Jeannine Richardson
31: Greg Parks

Beargrass Scholarship Applications 
Now Available

Refugee Update- Thank You 
Beargrass for Living Out The Word

By Mike Puckett

By Mike Puckett

 Lena Mae Tomlinson Spencer was a longtime 
Disciple and an active member of Beargrass 
for two decades prior to her death in 2020. A 
true humanitarian, Lena was awarded many 
honors and impacted many lives with her 
patient-first approach, her compassion, and 
her emphases on education and excellence 
in the field of histology. She spent 38 years in 
the Surgical/Histology Department at Norton 
Hospital. Richard Spencer, her husband of 53 
years, generously established this scholarship 
in loving memory of Lena last year.
 Beargrass has been assisting students with the 
costs of higher education for many decades. The 
Outreach Ministry is pleased to announce this 
tradition will continue in the fall of 2022. If you 
are a high school senior or a college student at 
any level and you are a member of Beargrass, 
you are eligible to apply. Consideration will 
be given by the Mission Support team to 
academics, church and community involvement, 
and financial need. A description of each of 
the four scholarships available, as well as the 
application, are now on the Beargrass website. 
Applications should be submitted to Rev. 
Steven Straub no later than April 15, 2022.

 On February 20 Dr. Flowers delivered the 
worship message “A Passion for Compassion”, 
built around Luke 6:17-26. Through their 
hands-on mission work since August, dozens 
of Beargrassers were already living out that 
scripture, welcoming the Afghans resettled 
here after they fled their homeland due to the 
Taliban’s impending, harsh rule. Beargrass 
has a deep history of honoring Jesus’s 
command to welcome the stranger, beginning 
with a Vietnamese family in the 1970s. Our 
church’s efforts in this mission field really 
accelerated in coordination with Kentucky 
Refugee Ministries (KRM) 25 years ago.
Cont. On Next Page
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 Eight seminary students have just been 
announced as “Beargrass Scholars” at Lexington 
Theological Seminary!
 The Beargrass Scholars program began in 1966 
as a commitment from our congregation to 
invest in future pastors, preachers, and leaders 
for the church. Beargrass has made it a priority 
to continue to offer these scholarship gifts each 
year as part of its annual budget and overall 
outreach/mission giving. Thanks to all of you at 
Beargrass whose generous support makes this 
vital program possible!
 Congratulations to all 8 students selected as our 
2022 Beargrass Scholars!

 Kentucky Interfaith Power & Light (KIPL) 
whose mission is to mobilize a faithful 
response to climate change, is having an artistic 
extravaganza with the theme, Every Day-
Earth Day- Our Joy, Our Concerns, Our Hope. 
 KIPL especially wants children & youth artwork, 
as one child and one youth submission will be 
selected to create notecards used by KIPL for 
correspondence. However, any interested adult 
is encouraged to submit their artwork, too. Adult 
art will be sold at KIPL’s fund-raising gala on 
Friday April 22 at 7:00 PM. (Visit https://beargrass.
org/wp-content/uploads/Art-Show-Guidelines.
pdf for guidlines). The artwork is due by April 7. 
 The Green Chalice Committee will be collecting 
artwork created by Beargrass members and will 
send it to KIPL. Our artwork will be displayed 
on our screens on Earth Sunday. Contact Nancy 
Kuppersmith (nkuppersmith@gmail.com) or 
Win Wilde (dwilde1946@gmail.com) to submit 
artwork or if you have questions or concerns.
 Since Beargrass is a member of KIPL after the 
gala, we can display any unsold artwork 
in our church!

2022 Beargrass Scholars

Calling All Artists!
By Nancy Kuppersmith - Green Chalice

 To date, over 70,000 Afghan evacuees have 
been resettled throughout the US since August. 
KRM has assisted 500 Afghans arriving here in 
Kentucky, with 300 of them settling in Louisville. 
You were challenged last September to be a part 
of this mission work, through welcoming them 
at our airport, assisting with food and other 
essential purchases, helping them acclimate to 
our community, and in general, offering your 
friendship and love. And, WOW, did you ever 
respond!
 Louisville’s response overall has been a 
wonderful statement about this community’s 
compassion. Faith-based groups and other 
organizations have supplied 40 different 
co-sponsorships and another 25 welcome 
teams, so that every Afghan who arrived in 
Louisville was the recipient of this community’s 
hospitality from the moment they deplaned at Ali 
International. Beargrass members and friends 
alone have welcomed 29 Afghan individuals, 
spread over 10 households. And, the engagement 
has been monumental—we estimate direct 
cash donations of $12,000; material donations 
valued at $10,000; over 800 hours invested; 
and, more than 4,000 miles driven on behalf 
of our newest neighbors! In any review of our 
church’s long history, we would be hard-pressed 
to find another sustained mission effort of such 
magnitude.
 Christ implores us to do this work of 
compassion in Matthew 25:35, “For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in”. On behalf of 
KRM, whose staff performed admirably and 
selflessly, and on behalf of these strangers from 
Afghanistan to whom you’ve evidenced God’s 
love, thank you profoundly, Beargrass, for your 
overwhelming generosity of spirit, time, talent, 
and treasure.

Refugee Update (Cont.)


