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Eyes to See the Higher Road 
Matthew 5:21-26 (38-48) 
February 15, 16, 2020 
Beargrass Christian Church 
 
I. INTRODUCTION.  

A. Several of our youth have celebrated their 16th birthday recently. 
1. You probably know one of the first things they want to do. 
2. Most of them can’t wait to get their driver’s license.  
3. And if they can pass the tests—they are ready to roll.  
4. They know the rules of the road—at least the basic ones. 
5. The laws in our country are the mostly the same—like driving on the right side of the 

road and actually stopping at stop signs. 
B. But there are some rules that vary from state to state.  

1. In some states the laws on the books are just plain ridiculous.  
2. Consider these weird rules if you’re planning a road trip. 

a. In Little Rock no one shall sound the horn on a vehicle at any place where cold drinks 
or sandwiches are served after 9 pm. 

b. It is illegal to leave a sheep unescorted in a truck in Montana. 
c. It is illegal to cross state lines with a duck on your head in Minnesota.  
d. In San Francisco you can’t dry off your car at a car wash with used underwear… 
e. And all God’s people said, “Eeeew!” 

II. JESUS SHARES SOME RULES OF HIS OWN. 
A. He is still preaching—and so far he has made us feel good by telling us that we’re blessed 

and like salt and light in the world. 
1. But now he gets into the details of how to make that happen.  
2. And they’re so crazy that I didn’t want to hit you with them all at once—so I split the 

passage in half—here’s some more of it.  
B. “You have heard, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’”  

1. “But I say, ‘If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone 
takes your coat, give your cloak too. 

2. “If anyone makes you go one mile, go another one, go two.” 
3. “Give to all who beg and do not refuse those who borrow.”  
4. “You have heard, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
5. “But I say, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 

children of God.’” 
6. And all of God’s people said, “Oh noooo….” 

C. These rules for the road of discipleship seem ridiculous.  
1. We constantly hear rebuttals to the Sermon on the Mount.  
2. Sometimes they are obvious—sometimes they are subtle.  

D. A “Speed Bump” cartoon showed a picture of a banged up, injured alien.  
1. He is getting back on his spaceship and moans to his friend. 
2. “You’re right. We’ll invade after the meek inherit the earth.”  

E. “Calvin and Hobbes” showed Calvin sitting by a pile of snowballs. 
1. He is preparing for a different kind of “cold war.”  
2. He says: “If anyone hits me with a snowball, I’ll hit him with 250.”  
3. Hobbes asks: “What if someone hits you with 250 snowballs?”  
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4. He sighs, looks at his pile, and gets busy making hundreds more.  
F. A cartoon shows a corporate board sitting around a long table.  

1. The CEO cynically says: “The meek shall inherit the earth.” 
2. Then he adds: “That’s okay…we will still own Congress.”  
3. Unfortunately, there is probably some truth to that one. 

G. A mother was helping her son with his spelling assignment. 
1. They came to the words conscious and conscience.  
2. She asked: “Do you know the difference between the two?”  
3. He said: “Sure. Conscious is when you are aware of something. 
4. “And conscience is when you wish you weren’t.”  

H. Hearing those two words makes us think of the recent hearings. 
1. People on all sides of the aisle are asking questions and making accusations. 
2. Did our elected leaders vote without worrying about possible political repercussions 

back home? 
3. Did they vote their conscience, placing principle over political convenience, putting 

institution over personal welfare? 
4. Did they stand up for the best ideals this nation offers, and in so doing remind us, once 

again, what real courage looks like? 
I. There was a little girl who heard this passage from Matthew 5 in Sunday School. 

1. She said: “I know God wants us to love everybody.”  
2. “But I don’t think God has ever met my brother.”  
3. How many of us can fill in the blank: “But God never met…?” 

III. HOW HARD IT IS TO HEAR THESE WORDS FROM JESUS!  
A. These “mountaintop moments” in Matthew are inspiring.  

1. We look to God for guidance and directions for discipleship.  
2. Jesus’ words in this week’s portion of the Sermon on the Mount are some of the most 

challenging we will ever hear.  
3. He outlines an alternative, radical way of being and behaving. 
4. But do we have the eyes to see what in the world he’s talking about?  

B. Some have described these words as the “Be Attitudes.”  
1. They are Jesus’ “Plan B’s”—instructions about how to BE God’s people by taking the 

high road in our relationships.  
2. And Jesus’ “Plan B’s” all begin with a big “BUT!”  
3. “You have heard that it was said…BUT I say to you….”  

C. Some accused him of trying to abolish the law or the prophets.  
1. BUT he is actually trying to build on the true spirit of the law.  
2. He is not overriding or replacing or canceling the law.  
3. He is breathing new life into centuries-old teachings.  

D. For instance, examine Exodus 21: “Life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot, burn for burn.”  
1. Delve into Deuteronomy 19: “Hand for hand, foot for foot.”  
2. As brutal as this sounds, these were efforts to keep things even.  
3. These laws and rules were set up to rein in excessive retaliation.  

E. We still see these rules lived out today in numerous ways.  
1. An aggressive hit in football will result in others later in the game.  
2. A beaned baseball batter means another one will get it later—and some suspect that the 

Houston Astros may get a few more than usual this coming season.  
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3. A flagrant foul in basketball will result in another cheap shot.  
4. Some youth and adults use their phones and Facebook messages for cyberbullying and 

technological tackiness and tweets.  
5. We see it among all kinds of folks in the corporate and political world and among 

factions in places all over the planet.  
6. A bomb for a bomb, a drone for a drone, casualties for more casualties… 
7. We know our enemies—they are the people who have hurt us.  
8. We do not live in an innocent world of sweetness and light.  
9. So, we are tempted to buy the bumper sticker: “Don’t get mad—get even.” 

IV. BUT…JESUS CALLS US TO SEE THE HIGHER ROAD.  
A. He suggests that we replace that bumper sticker with one that says: “The same Bible that 

says BELIEVE also says BEHAVE.”  
1. He proclaims that there is a better way to live our lives.  
2. “If you really want to make an impact and show people the way to God, here is what I 

am asking you to do.”  
3. Then Jesus unloads this list of impossible possibilities.  
4. He invites us to follow him along the road less traveled. 
5. And pardon the play on words, but he prescribes a big dose of “Vitamin See”—a 

challenge to see the higher road.  
B. A church member noticed the text for the week and sent an email—here are some practical 

applications of Jesus’ “Plan B’s.”  
1. Give people more than they expect and do it cheerfully.  
2. Don’t let a little dispute destroy a great friendship.  
3. When you make a mistake, take immediate steps to correct it.  
4. When you say, “I’m sorry,” look the person in the eye.  
5. When you say, “I love you,” mean it.  
6. Remember that great love and achievements involve great risk.  
7. When you lose, don’t lose the lesson.  
8. Love deeply and passionately—you might get hurt—but it is really the only way to live life 

completely and fully. 
C. We see other applications in our home and family settings.  

1. Have you who are parents or grandparents ever heard this?  
2. “Well, his parents let him do this or do that or go there….”  
3. And your response has been: “You may have heard it said at his house, BUT I say to 

you…this is how it will be in our house.”  
D. Similar things are being said to members and leaders of the church.  

1. Pope Francis has been in the news again—many were hoping that he would open the 
door for married men and women to serve in greater leadership roles. 

2. BUT…that did not happen.   
3. Yet he continues to challenge church leaders to become a church for the poor and not 

to be so obsessed with politics and hot-button issues.  
4. He proclaimed: “Today we have to say ‘thou shalt not’ to an economy of exclusion and 

inequality—such an economy kills.”  
a. “How can it be that it is not a news item when a poor child or adult or elderly 

homeless person dies of exposure…”  
b. “But it is news when the stock market loses a few points?”  

5. Some people have asked: “What has gotten into the Pope?”  
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6. And others have responded very simply: “Jesus.”  
E. People within our church family are taking higher roads as well.  

1. You have heard it said that people are self-centered and don’t want to share their time, 
talent, and resources to help others.  

2. But I say to you that we have lots of folks full of “Vitamin See!” 
3. And we can be pretty sure about who has gotten into them.  

F. I read about someone who was considering going to seminary.  
1. He decided to visit the Holy Land for a time of discernment.  
2. He stepped off the plane and soldiers with guns searched him.  
3. He remembers: “I visited the Chapel of the Beatitudes, a small 8-sided stone church that 

stands on a hill overlooking the sea.  
4. “I carefully read the familiar words on the chapel walls: Blessed are the poor, those who 

mourn, the meek, love your enemies.”  
5. “I walked out and saw the magnificent Sea of Galilee—and it suddenly dawned on me—I 

think Jesus is serious.”  
a. “I turned to the sky and called out to God.”  
b. “Are you trying to tell me something?”  
c. “Do you want me to hunger and thirst for justice?”  
d. “Do you want me to be a peacemaker?”  
e. “Do you want me to love my enemies?” 
f. “Do you want me to be salt and light in the world?” 

6. He said: “All right, I’ll do it. I’ll work for peace and justice the rest of my life—but on one 
condition—if you give me a sign.  
a. Suddenly, two jets swooped down from the sky.  
b. A sonic boom rocked him to his core. 
c. Seconds later, the jets dropped bombs along the border.  

7. He said: “Trembling, I made two decisions in that moment.” 
a. “I would devote my life to working for peace and justice.”  
b. “And I would never, ever, ask God for another sign.” 

G. We have heard it said…BUT…will we have the eyes to see? 


