
1 
 

1 
 

Eyes to See the Presence of God 
Matthew 17:1-9 
February 22, 23, 2020 
Beargrass Christian Church 
 
I. INTRODUCTION.  

A. We have a great group of children in our Discipleship Class.  
1. Steven is doing an excellent job of leading the class.  
2. They are learning important things about the church. 

B. I heard about another minister who was leading a similar class. 
1. One of the first things she did was give them a quiz to see how familiar they were with 

some basic Bible stories. 
2. Here are some of the responses from the children.  

a. “The first book of the Bible is called Guinness.” (for whatever “ales” you?”) 
b.  “Joshua led God’s people in the battle of Geritol.” (must have been an older bunch) 
c. “After the angel visited, Mary sang the Magna Carta.”  
d. “Jesus was born because she had an immaculate contraption.”  
e. “Paul preached holy acrimony, another name for marriage.” 
f. “Moses went to Mount Cyanide to get the Ten Amendments.”  

3. That one leads us to today’s story—another mountaintop moment. 
C. We have come to the end of the “Eyes to See” sermon series.  

1. We have been thinking about pivotal passages in Matthew.  
2. These texts have challenged us to see things differently, to recognize temptation, and to 

identify God’s invitations. 
3. We have been called to be aware of our blessings, to see the light, and to look for ways 

to take the “high road.”  
4. The story that is traditionally read at the end of the Season of Epiphany is the account of 

Jesus’ transfiguration. 
5. In this incredible story, the power and presence of God and the identity of Jesus are 

revealed in remarkable ways.  
D. Jesus appears to his disciples in a way that bears a striking resemblance to previous 

appearances of God.  
1. Jesus is transformed before the disciples into a being of light whose garments and face 

shine like the sun.  
2. Just as God spoke to Moses, Jesus speaks with the apparently resurrected spirits of 

two of the greatest faith heroes.  
3. And not only does Jesus speak with Moses and Elijah, God personally adds a heavenly 

voice to the conversation. 
4. God wraps them in radiant clouds—a sign of God’s presence.   

E. And when this freaks out the disciples, they are literally raised up by Jesus, who comforts 
them with the words “Do not be afraid.” 
1. How often did Jesus speak those words to his followers?  
2. And once they hear Jesus’ voice, they lift up their eyes and see Jesus only—he is a 

source of divine wisdom and comfort.  
3. Humanity is wrapped in divinity.  
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II. HAVE YOU EVER HAD TROUBLE SEEING? 
A. It can be physical sight or spiritual sight—but sometimes life does that to us—stuff just gets 

in God’s way.  
1. Have you ever said or heard: “Where is God in all of this?” 
2. Have you had trouble seeing because of a health problem—perhaps going years without 

relief or healing?  
3. Have you had trouble seeing because of a loss, a broken relationship, unemployment, 

loneliness, anxiety, or fear?  
4. Have your hearts gone out to people who are trying to survive in the face of hunger, 

illness, poverty, prejudice, injustice, or way too many wars?  
5. Surely, many of us have been there—or we are there right now.  

B. C. S. Lewis once described “the horror of the same old thing.”  
1. Our lives become static; our spiritual growth becomes stunted and stagnant.  
2. We miss the flashes of heavenly light that can stimulate our spirits and illuminate our 

minds to life’s possibilities.  
3. Scripture reminds us that the realm of God is near us and that the realm of God 

surrounds us.  
4. We are told that the peace and presence of God enfolds us.    
5. But just because we are people of faith does not mean that we will always be able to 

see it or feel it or recognize it or experience it. 
III. AT TIMES WE HAVE TO HELP EACH OTHER SEE.  

A. As we think about this amazing story today, do you think Peter, James and John ever 
saw Jesus the same way again?  
1. After this dazzling, mountaintop encounter with God, do you think they ever viewed 

life in the same way?  
2. They enter the bright cloud and hear God’s voice—an echo of the same words that 

were spoken at Jesus’ baptism.  
3. And not only does the transfiguration happen around them, I have to believe that it 

also happens within them. 
4. This incredible encounter must have become one of the defining moments in their 

spiritual journey.  
A. In fact, Peter later writes about the experience with deep passion. 

1. He says: “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus.” 

2. In other words: “We didn’t get together and make this up—this is real, it is good news.” 
3. “We were eyewitnesses of His majesty!” 
4. “We ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven!”  
5. Something very strange happened on The Mount of Transfiguration—something outside 

of ordinary experience.  
6. Peter, James and John were never the same again!  
7. Years later when they remembered that mountaintop moment, it gave them power to 

proclaim their faith with conviction! 
8. Seeing helped them…help others…see! 

B. One of my favorite pieces of music is Handel’s “Messiah.”  
1. Some of you know the story—it took him just 24 days! 
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2. A friend wandered into Handel’s room just as he was finishing the last magnificent 
notes of “The Hallelujah Chorus.”  

3. He found the composer with tears streaming down his face.  
4. The grand and glorious work lay completed in front of him.  
5. Handel told his friend, “I think I saw all heaven before me—and God seated on the throne 

with a company of angels.”  
6. Was he speaking metaphorically—or did he really see heaven? 
7. And did what he saw and the music he wrote help others see? 

C. One person suggests that we look for the “windows.”  
1. He says: “Some people say that there is no God.” 
2. “They say that all of the wonders around us are accidental.”  
3. “No almighty hand made a thousand-billion stars—they made themselves—no power 

keeps them on their steady course.”  
4. “The human heart will beat for 70 or 80 years without faltering for most people; how 

does it get sufficient rest between beats?”  
5. “A kidney will filter poison from the blood, but leaves the good things alone—surely this 

is just a coincidence, an accident?” 
6. “You say there is no God? Look for the ‘windows.’”  

D. Some of you remember Lily Tomlin’s wonderful character, Trudy.  
1. Trudy tells of stopping to look at the stars one night.  
2. She says: “As usual I felt in awe—and then I felt even deeper in awe—I felt so good and 

grateful inside and my heart felt so full. 
3. “I decided I would set aside time each day to do ‘awe-robics.’”  
4. “Because maybe at the moment when we are most in awe of all there is about life that 

we don’t completely understand… 
5. “We are closer to understanding it than at any other time?”  

E. Perhaps that is at the heart of this story of the transfiguration?  
1. Maybe we don’t have to understand it all to understand it all?  
2. There is simply a time to fall on our faces with Peter and James and John or gaze at the 

stars with Trudy…and do “awe-robics.” 
IV. BUT THERE’S MORE…SEEING LEADS TO SERVING.  

A. When we sense God’s presence we may be tempted to get stuck. 
1. We proclaim: “Hey, it doesn’t get any better than this!”  
2. It’s like being at a fantastic party—we don’t want to leave, we don’t want to go home. 
3. Everything is perfect—we have a glimpse of glory and believe in our heart of hearts that 

it can’t get any greater.  
4. The problem is that if we stop—if we freeze the feeling—we will become ineffective in 

facing the problems of life.  
5. Moments of religious ecstasy are important—just as moments of intense emotion are 

important in our relationships.  
6. But we can’t live out our faith on those moments alone.  
7. We can’t stop and linger around a fading vision or past glory.  
8. In the story Peter wanted to hang out a little longer, but Matthew tells us in verse 9 that 

they definitely came down the mountain. 
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9. God calls us upward and downward and forward and outward toward new places to 
offer our love and service to others.   

B. So we need not fear leaving the glory of the mountain… 
1. God will give us vision to find our way through the valley. 
2. God will guide us through the twists and turns and stresses and strains and losses and 

loose ends that come our way.  
C. As someone said: “That’s the way these encounters with God are.”  

1. “One moment we’re enthralled with this Mystery we call God—we are lifted high above 
the common confusion of life.”  

2. “And the next moment we are thrust back into the everyday pain and problems and 
predicaments of being human.”  

3. “It’s a little like coming to worship and being inspired—and returning to your car and 
finding out that the battery is dead.”  

4. The world refuses to go away. 
5. But God also refuses to go away. 
6. Our awe-full, inspiring moments can help us handle our awful moments. 

D. I hope the Season of Epiphany has been meaningful. 
1. It began with the story of Jesus’ baptism in Matthew 3. 
2. It ends with the account of Jesus’ transfiguration in Matthew 17.  
3. These stories have been called the “bookends” of Epiphany. 
4. We hear the echo of God’s words to Jesus in both stories. 
5. “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased.” 
6. Friends, I pray that you will have the eyes to see… 
7. Not bookends…but the strong, gentle hands of Jesus… 
8. Who holds you and says… 
9. “You are mine…you are loved…with you I am well pleased.” 


