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Beargrass Vacation 
Bible School!
By Rev. Steven Straub

 While there is an overall theme as mentioned 
above, the programming for each night 
will be self-contained. You can come one 
night, all five nights, or any amount of 
nights in between. Bottom line: don’t let 
swim team one night or baseball one night 
stop you from participating in VBS!
 Last year, dinner was not provided as part 
of our COVID protocols. The Children’s Team 
decided to discontinue the dinner as they felt 
the children were better behaved when they 
ate at home before they came. However, the 
Children’s Team understands some families 
have trouble eating at home before they come, 
especially those that are coming from work. 
So, a room will be setup so families can bring 
their own meals and eat here at the church 
before VBS officially starts each night.
 Registration is now open using the link below. 
Children who are age 4 by August 1 through 
those who have completed 5th grade are 
welcome to sign up. (Childcare is available for 
younger siblings whose parents volunteering.)
https://beargrass.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 
Please contact Steven Straub with any questions.

 Summer is here, which means Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is just around the corner!!
Vacation Bible School will take place 
June 12-16, 2022 from 6:30-8:00 PM each 
evening. Most nights will include an opening 
gathering, Bible stories, crafts, science, 
and other activities. The last night will 
include the return of the VBS Carnival.
 This year’s theme will be Food Truck Party: 

On a Roll with God!! Bible stories including 
God providing manna and quail, Daniel and 
his friends making smart food choices, Jesus 
feeding over 5,000 people, and more.
 The Children’s Ministry Team is currently 
planning a wonderful experience for all children, 
but they need volunteers to help make the 
magic happen! If you are interested in helping 
with any aspect of VBS (including but not limited 
to crafts, storytelling, science, registration, 
decorations, and carnival), please call Steven 
Straub at (502) 896-1161 or email him at 
steven@beargrass.org. All youth who have 
completed grades 6-12 can volunteer to assist 
with VBS.
 Again this year, JYF (those who have completed 
3rd, 4th, or 5th grade) will have an entirely 
separate program. While they will join the other 
children for the opening festivities each night, 
the rest of the evening will be spent in their 
own program designed around the theme. 

Use your camera to scan code and open 
registration page!



Celebrating our Silent Generation

Introducing the 2-Minute Rule

 On Sunday, June 12th, a reception for those in 
our Silent Generation will be held in Chalice Hall 
following the 11:00 AM worship service. 
 The reception will include a light lunch and 
musical entertainment by members of our 
Praise Team! 
 This will be a time for those who participated 
in the book to receive their copy (interviewers 
and interviewees). To RSVP to this event, please 
call the church office (502) 896-1161. 
 We look forward to highlighting this generation 
in worship and celebrating such an incredible 
group of people at the reception!

Adult Education Events!

By Dr. Susan Lowe

 There are two Adult Education 
opportunites happening in August 
and September. The first is the 
We Are Beargrass - We Are Disciples trip to Cane Ridge on August 20, and the second is the Adult 
Education Team Fall Retreat to Valaterra on September 23-24.
 Cane Ridge is the Home of the 1801 Great Revival in Kentucky and the historical roots of the Stone-
Campbell movement (therefore the Disciples of Christ & Beargrass)!
 Join other church members for a day of celebrating as we gather to share in celebrating…

• God’s creation on the beautiful drive and at the site
• Disciples’ heritage as we tour the meeting house and museum
• Communion as we observe the Lord’s supper at the site and gather 
    around tables at a local restaurant on the way home

You won’t want to miss this trip! Departing at 10:00 AM on Saturday!! We encourage you to grab 
breakfast at the Farmer’s Market before we leave!! 
The Adult Education Team will be hosting a weekend retreat that will focus on strengthening our daily 
spiritual practices! Walt Shelton, author, professor, and retreat facilitator from Austin, Texas will be 
here to lead us using his book, “The Daily Practice of Life: Practical Reflections Toward Meaningful 
Living.” Friday night will be held at Beargrass and all-day Saturday at the beautiful Valaterra 
(valaterra.org) retreat center located near La Grange, KY. Valaterra hosts 100+ acres with a trail to 
Harrod’s creek, a labyrinth, and incredible wildlife to enjoy. More details to come, but please do save 
the date!!! Contact Dr. Susan Lowe at susan@beargrass.org if you have any questions or concerns.

 Join us in trying out the “2-Minute Rule” before 
and after worship each week! Right after the 
benediction, resist the temptation to gravitate 
to people you already know once the worship 
service ends -- instead, take those first 2-min. to 
keep an eye out for a new person who might be 
visiting and introduce yourself (or even someone 
who might already be part of Beargrass that you 
just don’t know yet). If you meet someone visiting 
for the first time, please consider accompanying 
them to the Welcome Desk in the gathering space 
to receive a new gift bag and learn more about 
how to connect and serve through Beargrass. It’s 
amazing how such small acts of hospitality can 
shape a newcomer’s first impression of a church!



Happy

Birthday
To You

June Birthdays
Wishing you a
beautiful day with 
good health & happiness!

1: Summer Sams
2: Candace Belknap · Sam Hatfield · Myra Campbell · 
Lee Smith · Dawn Watts
3: Ben Stevens · Joseph Coddington · Sophie Cannon · 
Sandra Ball
4: Marilyn Lehrer · Anne Elmore 
5: Rachael Stevens · Donna Cissell · Bernard Abner 
6: Joe Kipp
7: Brenda Brast · Michael Morgan · Nathan Filzek
8: Gregg Schumann
9: Sarah Gividen · Judy Montgomery · Gerald Box
10: Mike Jessee · Morgan Jessee · Maureen Johnson
11: Jo Anne Ford
12: Joseph Daugherty · John Wells · Bennett Key
13: Keith Aultman · Peyton Dickinson · Kole Bridwell
14: Kate Cephas
15: Nick Medley · Pete McCartney · Will Beshear
16: Elaine Farris · Allison Dawson · Julie Powers · 
Alexia Nabeta
17: LaDonna Stanley · Vic Stoess
18: Sydney Routh · Regan Aldridge · Lila Beshear · 
Elaine Van Horn
19: Art Grunewald · Michael Dunn
20: Linda Horn · Alex Cannon · Ashlyn Price
21: Frank Farris Jr. · Tom Leis · Jocelyn Key · 
Claudia Bodine
22: Connie Curth · Bertha Glenn · Steve Kuchenbrod · 
Terri McGuire · Linda Sewell
23: Brent Cotton
24: Kim Kirkwood · Sandy Thomas · Ella Jessee · 
Patsy Walker · Jim Van Cleave
25: Kristina Sheldon · Aaron Ellis · Rose Smith · 
Taryn Steggall · Oliver Johnson · Katy Lyvers
26: Emily Allen
27: Darcy Simpson · Doug Kays
28: Rick Vance
30: Lucy Brown · Dottie Inman · Sophia Ackerson · 
Chad Turner
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Beargrass Booth @ The Farmers Market
 Featured along Shelbyville Road (right outside 
of the chapel doors), the new Beargrass booth has 
become a connection hub for the Marketgoers to 
ask questions, get acquainted with Beargrass and 
there’s even a new treasure hunt for children! 
These meaningful connections make the 
volunteer experience not only really impacting 
but also really fun as well!
 We would love your help taking a shift 
this summer to help get the word out about 
Beargrass. Volunteers will be in a shaded area 
under the new Beargrass tent and will each 
have their own counter-height bar stool to sit 
comfortably while welcoming people to the 
market and offering information about Beargrass 
to the community.

Scan code to learn more about the 
farmers market & sign-up or visit: 
www.smfarmersmarket.com



 When Alexander Campbell, one of the founders 
of the Stone-Campbell Movement, made an 
early trip from Pennsylvania to Kentucky 
in the mid-1820s, the faith he espoused 
resonated with many local Baptist preachers. 
One of them was Benjamin Allen, who was 
then pastoring both Harrod’s Creek Baptist 
and Beargrass Baptist Churches. As it would 
develop over the next two decades, perhaps 
no one was more elemental to the founding 
of Beargrass Christian than Allen, honored 
now as one of our 2022 Beargrass Founders.
 Allen, of Scottish descent, was born in Virginia 
in 1786 and migrated to Kentucky as a boy. 
Orphaned early, he began an apprenticeship in 
cabinet-making under Rev. William Kellar, who 
was also pastoring the two aforementioned 
Baptist churches, that lasted from age 12 to age 
18. When Kellar died in 1817, Allen moved into 
his pastoring role at both of them. Along the 
way, he had married Elizabeth Clore in 1811 
(they had 5 children); and after her early death, 
married Mary Ann Darnell (they also had 5).
 In 1827, Allen wrote Campbell agreeing with 
much of his theology, while also inviting him 
to preach at his home. During that period 
most local Baptist churches belonged to the 
Long Run Association, and this invitation 
alienated many in leadership at Long Run. 
This “Campbellite Schism” prompted Allen to 
withdraw 5 churches (including Goose Creek 
and Pond Creek, both of which he had started 
in 1829; as well as Beargrass) from Long Run 
in 1831-32. Its overall membership declined 
from some 3,900 to 2,800 in short order, for 
which they placed much blame on Allen.
 Throughout the 1830s, Allen pastored 
and helped steer the congregants of these 5 
churches, in moving toward the theology of the 
Stone-Campbell Movement. He assisted in the 
formation of both Newburg Christian (1837) and 
Jeffersontown Christian (1839) Churches in the 
area. And even though he passed away in 1838, 
he had already created the momentum for the 
start of Beargrass Christian in 1842, when 44 

members of Beargrass Baptist and 44 members 
of Goose Creek Church of Christ, came together 
for our first worship service on Christmas Eve.
 Sentiments about Benjamin Allen may be 
expressed differently in local Baptist and 
Disciples of Christ histories. There is no 
doubt, however, that he was an eloquent and 
convincing preacher who had a profound impact 
on today’s east Louisville denominational 
landscape. And, for the Church of Christ at 
Beargrass (our original name), there was 
probably no one more impacting in our 
launch. Benjamin Allen is truly past-due in his 
recognition as a Beargrass Founder in 2022!

Beargrass Founder 2022:
Benjamin Allen
By Mike Puckett

June 20 Board Meeting

 We are approaching the end of our church’s 
“Administrative Year” on June 30, which means 
it’s time for our final 2021-2022 General Board 
meeting, to be held on Monday evening, June 20 
at 7:00 PM. All active, returning from sabbatical, 
and new Elders and Deacons are encouraged 
to attend as we witness the Peace-full transfer 
of Power of the Holy Spirit from the leaders of 
this year to those of next year. We will vote to 
approve our four Board Officers for 2022-2023, 
as well as two new Endowment Trustees. We will 
recognize our 2021-2022 leaders, give thanks, 
and celebrate the missions and ministries of 
Beargrass they have led this past year. Incoming 
Board Chair Deb Rakestraw will introduce and 
welcome the new leadership team who will 
continue to expand the love of God that our 
congregation demonstrates every day.
 More details will be provided prior to our 
gathering. It will indeed be yet another good day 
to be at Beargrass! See you soon!

By Bob Gilewski


