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 In today’s reading, a man comes to Jesus and begs him to come heal his li�le 
child who is about to die. The story reminds me about a par�cularly frightening 
moment that one of our new neighbors experienced last year. In the middle of the 
night, their preschool-aged son began to choke and was not able to breathe. The 
parents immediately called 911 but were understandably fran�c while wai�ng on 
the ambulance to arrive. Fearing for the life of their son, they immediately ran to 
the house next door in the middle of the night to knock on the door their neighbor 
who happened to be a doctor. He came over right away and was able to help save 
the child’s life without missing a beat - a true hero! 
 When I heard the story, I was immediately grateful to know that we had a neigh-
bor like that in our midst. With a toddler in the house and another baby due any 
day now, it was a huge relief to know we had such a kind doctor close by. Who 
among us wouldn’t risk everything to save the life of someone we love? Still in your 
pajamas? Who cares. Worried you might wake up the neighbor? Surely they’ll 
understand. In a moment like that, nothing else ma�ers. At that point, you just run 
to the doctor’s house and pound on the door un�l there’s an answer.
 Some might look at today’s scripture and say that God used the doctor to heal 
our neighbor. But that’s not quite how I see it (I can’t bring myself to believe that 
God is some puppet master in the sky choosing who to heal and who will die). But I 
do think Jesus models something profound in this story: we can be nothing less 
than the presence of God’s own love if we’re willing to listen. Perhaps God is not so 
much like the doctor in the story as much as the parent who pounds on the door in 
the middle of the night… asking us, “your neighbor is in need! What can you do to 
help?” 

Holy one, give us the strength to see 
where our neighbors need us. 

May we show up and offer what we can 
to help bring more love and healing

into this world, one small act of kindness at a time. 
Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481527049

