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 As we begin to focus on various characters in the gospel story this Lenten season, 
I can’t help but wonder about the person Jesus seeks out into today’s passage. Of 
all the people by this pool why did Jesus zero in on him? He had been ill for thir-
ty-eight years and the writer tells us Jesus knew he had been by the pool a long 
�me (not necessarily all those years, but a long time). 
 What is curious to me is the man’s response to Jesus’ ques�on asking him if he 
wants to be made well. He doesn’t respond with “yes” or “no”, but rather with 
what sounds like a complaint or an excuse or something. He responds with saying 
there is no one here to help me into the pool and by the �me I can get there, 
someone else beats me to it. It’s a long answer to the ques�on, I suppose. Or 
perhaps he thinks Jesus is judging him by the ques�on as if being healed is so 
simple. 
 We are all in need of healing of one kind of another, aren’t we? We all carry pain 
with us whether that be physically, mentally, emo�onally, spiritually, or otherwise. 
Even though the story tends to focus on Jesus ge�ng in trouble for healing on the 
Sabbath, the story also sheds light on Jesus healing someone with no men�on of 
his faith or of anyone else’s faith… he just heals him. “Take up your mat and walk.” 
Whatever has you paralyzed or stuck or hur�ng in these days, take courage and 
know God is with you. God is with us in these �mes and God is working in and 
through and among us to bring healing to us and our world. v. 17 But Jesus answe-
red them, “My Father is still working, and I also am working.” Thanks be to God.

Loving and Compassionate God,
Thank you for your constant presence and work among us. 
We long to hear your healing words and experience your 

healing touch. Grant us your grace to find our healing and 
hope in you this day and every day. 

Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481528249

