
�����������������
����������� ���������������

���
��	�����
��������

�����������

�����������������������������������������������������������������
	�������������	��
�������������������������������������������������������������������
����	������������
��������������������
�������
�����������������������������������
�
��������������������������

���������
 In today’s reading from John’s Gospel the word “�me” has two different mea-
nings—apparent in Greek but not necessarily in English.  “My time” in Greek is 
kairos, which means a significant moment in �me.  “Your �me” in Greek is chronos, 
which means �me, as we measure it on a wristwatch. 
 This double meaning of “time” is used because Jesus’ brothers wanted him to go 
to the Jewish Fes�val of Booths—one of three great Jewish religious fes�vals each 
year. The brothers said it is chronos to go to the Fes�val. Jesus said, “I am not 
going, for it is not my kairos.”
 Jesus did not want to reveal himself yet because “the Jews were looking for any 
opportunity to kill him.”  Well, the Fes�val of Booths was a Jewish fes�val.  Every-
body there was Jewish, including Jesus and his brothers. So not all Jews were 
looking for an opportunity to kill him.  But, again as the Greek language indicates, it 
was the Jewish religious leaders looking for an opportunity to kill Jesus.  Why?!   
They did not truly know him therefore they were threatened by him. They were 
afraid he would take away their power and privilege.
 In ‘A Promised Land’, Barack Obama recalls, when he was about 10 years old, he 
asked his mother about the United Na�ons.  She answered: “we fear what we don’t 
know.  When we’re afraid of people and feel threatened, it’s easier to fight wars and 
do other stupid things.  The United Nations is a way for countries to meet and learn 
about each other and not be so afraid.”
 Isn’t that true for all of us.  If we do not know people of color, we tend to be 
afraid of them.  If we do not know our neighbor, we might be afraid of them.  If we 
do not know Jesus, we may well fear life itself.

Gracious and loving God.  You know us better than we 
know ourselves.  Draw us closer to you, to each other, and 

especially closer to those we do not know—particularly 
those we fear.

Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=481528888

