
�����������������
����������� �����������������
�

	����������������

������������

 As is o�en the case upon reading scripture, a familiar song or hymn pops into my 
mind. With our passage today it’s the hymn I am the Light of the World that goes 
more with Advent and Epiphany than Lent (https://www.youtube.com/watch?-
v=7n8n6IFHiswlink). There is another song that highlights our passage today that 
actually does go with Lent, but is a rela�vely newer song and you can read the lyrics 
and listen to children singing the song here (http://www.st-thomas.an-
gus.sch.uk/i_am_the_light.htm).
 What does it mean to you when you read or hear Jesus saying, I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of 
life. I don’t know about you, but it sort of feels like we have all been walking in 
some dark and difficult days over the last year or so. I con�nue to talk with family 
members and friends who are heartbroken and devastated at being unable to be 
with their loved ones in health care facili�es or travel to be with loved ones in the 
hospital (or be with them in general!). We con�nue to hear stories of numerous 
people struggling to make ends meet due to weather events (think Texas and even 
part of Kentucky from recent ice and snow storms) as well as the economic impact 
of Covid, etc. We may feel like we are surrounded by darkness, overwhelmed by all 
our losses, by the daily decisions we face, by trying to balance work, school, caring 
for our loved ones across the age spans with different needs, by the concerns of our 
community, country, and world. It’s A LOT. And yet. And yet we find our hope in the 
One who brings light and life to us and our world. Even more, as we seek to follow 
Christ, we become the ones who walk in the light of our lord so that no ma�er how 
dark the night (or days for that ma�er), we have the strength and courage to move 
forward each and every day toward the healing and wholeness we experience in 
Christ. Thanks be to God. 

Loving God, grant us the courage to follow you that we 
may be led out of the darkness we find ourselves in during 
these difficult days. As we follow you, grant us your grace, 
opening us up to serve, to be a light unto all the nations, 

unto all those we meet. 
Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=482142212

