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 Throughout various chapters in my life I found myself, for one reason or another, 
wai�ng tables in order to supplement my income. Most of my serving life has been 
lived at the Olive Garden. Yes, it’s every bit as glamorous a job as you might expect. 
Though, I must say, I enjoyed the work and the people, and I was always treated 
well by the company. 
 One of the things that makes the OG dis�nc�ve is the never-ending salad. To be 
honest that never ending salad is a MAJOR pain in your server’s neck but it’s 
understandably popular with the guests. While you could eat as much salad as you 
like in a si�ng, when I was there the company had a policy – “no to-go containers 
of salad.” I was indifferent about the policy, but I had a guest or two over the years 
that really hated it and for some reason they felt the need to let me know that. 
In one such incident a guest was “expressing her displeasure” with this policy at 
length when I finally replied, “Ma’am, I’m very sorry you don’t like the policy. 
Howe-ver, I’m a server, I make $2.17 an hour. They don’t let me make policy. 
Those deci-sions are WAY above my paygrade.” She finally relented. 
 In today’s Gospel passage Jesus indicates that he’s not opera�ng on his own but 
only by the will of God. In other words, Jesus didn’t make all this stuff up he’s the 
messenger trying desperately to turn us all back toward God. 
 What message from God do you need to hear this week? Are you open to it or 
are you resistant? What might make you relent and believe God’s message, given to 
us through Jesus?  

Gracious God, thank you for your unbelievable love. 
Speak to us with various voices in ways that we will hear and give 

us the grace and courage to follow. 
Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=482142272



