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 Jesus is confron�ng those who are looking for an opportunity to kill him—he calls 
them out twice on their intent.
 However, Jesus seems to have a greater concern than protec�ng his own life.  
He confronts his listeners—who claim to be descendants of Abraham: “If you were 
Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did.  You are trying to kill 
me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.”  
 Certainly, the Judean crowd desired poli�cal freedom from the oppressive 
Roman government, but Jesus speaks to them about freedom from sin.  They 
became defensive and argued with Jesus.  They seemed to believe that Jesus was 
diminishing who they were as children of Abraham.  They were so angry with Jesus 
they wanted to kill him. They did not understand that the way they were trea�ng 
Jesus, is the way they were trea�ng God.  
 Regre�ully, followers of Christ are not immune to anger that leads to physical 
abuse.  And certainly, there is far too much verbal abuse.  When we abuse another 
person in any way, we are abusing God’s image. 
 The Jews in the crowd only heard Jesus’s words from their perspec�ve—How 
they thought things should be.  Therefore, they could not truly hear Jesus—as he 
offered to set them free from sin.  
 So o�en, we do not see things as they are; we see things as we are.  We see 
things we want to see, the things that confirm our assump�ons and our preferred 
and comfortable way of looking at the world.
 In the words of Brian McLaren, “We must never presume that we see all or accu-
rately.  We must always be ready to see anew.”

Loving and forgiving God.  Lead us to hear your truths—
not with our understanding of what it true, but with your 

understanding of what is truth.
Amen.
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