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 When I was in seminary, I served Dry Ridge Chris�an Church, however, I lived in 
Lexington. Most of the �me the commute really wasn’t bad. But when winter 
weather was forecast, I had an arrangement with a church member who lived close 
to the church to stay in their spare bedroom. The family and I had grown very close 
and they were incredibly gracious. Their invita�on was, “you don’t even need to call 
first, the back door is always unlocked just come on in and make yourself at home.” 
 I stayed with them several �mes, but I always called first as a courtesy. However, 
there was one Saturday when winter weather ended up being worse than 
expected. So, late in the evening I decided to make my way to Dry Ridge. It was too 
late to call so I figured I was going to have to put their invita�on to the test. As 
expected, by the �me I arrived they were long since in bed and the house was 
silent. I quietly made my way to the guest bedroom and quickly fell asleep. 
 Very early the next morning I was awakened not by a sound but by a smell. The 
smell of frying bacon filled the house. I got up and headed to the kitchen where I 
found my host standing over the stove. He looked at me, smiled, and said, “Good 
morning! The coffee is fresh, and I’ll have breakfast for you in just a minute.” I was 
perplexed at this since he couldn’t have known I was coming. He con�nued, “with 
that winter storm last night I figured it was a possibility you might need a place to 
stay. When we heard the door, we knew it was you.” Even without warning they 
extended amazing hospitality. The smell of that bacon frying was like the smell of 
grace and love. 
 I wonder if that’s what it was like when Mary broke open the jar of costly 
perfume and anointed Jesus. Scripture says the smell filled the house. Though 
Judas may disagree I would argue that it was the smell of grace and love. 

God of welcome, may our lives give off the aroma of grace 
and love. May we be so filled with the Spirit as to be 

unmistakable representatives of Jesus in
all that we say and do. 

Amen. 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=483342456

