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 Ten years ago, Merillat and I were on our honeymoon and toured one of the beau�ful 
underground caves in La�n America. About halfway through the tour, as we were deep 
inside the cave and could no longer see the light of day, the tour guide turned off the 
brightly glowing headlamp that had been ligh�ng our way. We sat in total darkness for 
about a minute, un�l our eyes had fully adjusted and we couldn’t see anything but pitch 
black. A few moments later, we heard the sound of our guide taking a match and striking it 
against the matchbox. And from the light of that �ny flame – only a single match – we 
could somehow see the en�re cave in every direc�on. It’s amazing how even the smallest 
light shines brightly in the darkness!
 Of course it’s no secret that our world today needs a li�le more light, doesn’t it? 
Everywhere you look, it seems that people become increasingly content to live in the 
shadows of indifference and even cruelty to one another. Another violent act. Another 
person gossiping about what’s wrong with the world. Another news story revealing the 
darkest side of our human nature. It’s almost too easy to just give into the darkness – to 
fight cynicism with more cynicism.
 But the thing about darkness is that it doesn't actually exist as its own force. It is 
impossible to create darkness; it is only the absence of light. There’s nothing you can buy 
on Amazon that can create darkness. Search for “light,” and you’ll have instant access to 
buy millions of brightly colored products and gadgets. But the world has not yet seen 
anything to create darkness. For wherever light shines, it can always be seen; darkness 
does not hold equality with light, for light ALWAYS overcomes darkness. So it is precisely 
these �mes that the words of the great prophet Dr. King ring true, that “Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do 
that.”
 In this Holy Week, above all, may we each be reminded of the words of Jesus: “believe 
in the light, so that you may become children of light.” As Disciples of Christ, the week is 
not a �me to seek revenge on those who murdered our leader; rather, it is a �me to follow 
in his footsteps. And only love can do that.

God of Love, may we be a force for light in this world as we seek 
to overcome whatever darkness we may face. Let this Holy 
Week be filled with your love in a new way, that we may be 
forever transformed to follow in the footsteps of Your son. 

Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=483944029

