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 Like many of you, I have read this story numerous �mes over the years. As is true 
with the “living word,” each �me we read the scriptures, we learn something new 
as we hear or no�ce something we had not previously. For me, upon this reading, 
verse 7 really popped out at me for perhaps the first �me. I am holding fast to all of 
it, but especially the la�er part about understanding later. Have we not all asked a 
lot of ques�ons in the last year or so…what is going on? how can this be? why?... all 
in a�empt to get our hearts and minds around the events of the past year or so. 
And while Jesus said this in a specific context to his disciples, I cannot help but think 
that this is a lot like life and the way God works. Let’s be honest, life is complicated 
and hard, but it is also an incredibly beau�ful gi� filled with joys and wonders. And 
many �mes in life when we experience something we don’t understand (like the 
disciples experiencing Jesus washing their feet), there does come a �me where we 
understand be�er or at least we come to a place where we acknowledge that we 
wouldn’t be who we are now if that experience had never been ours. These are 
difficult days, no doubt, for a variety of reasons. 
 May we hold fast to the promises of God and con�nue to follow in the footsteps 
of Jesus in serving and loving all others. May our eyes, hearts, and minds be open 
to the love and light that surround us even in the darkest of nights and the loneliest 
of days. (And of course, I cannot help but men�on another tune by Amy Grant that 
touches on this idea of understanding later: Somewhere Down the Road 
h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q71R30S2IIQ)

Loving God, in the best and worst of times, help me to trust 
you. And help me to always live in love and 

service to you and others. 
Amen. 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=483943856
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