
�����������������
����������� ���������������


	������������������

�������������

 As I picture this scene from the last supper, I can’t help but wonder why no one 
stopped him. 
Jesus said, “The one to whom I give the bread will betray me.” Then he gave the 
bread to Judas. A�er giving it to him Jesus dismissed him and said, “What you’re 
going to do, do quickly.” Yet none of the other disciples got up, said “no”, gestured 
to stop him, or protested in any way. They just wanted to make sure they weren’t 
personally responsible. That’s the unimaginable part for me – none of them tried to 
stop him… What held them there? What kept them quiet? What prevented 
someone from following him? What stopped them from reasoning with him? It’s so 
hard to understand.
 However, before I get too smug about the other disciples’ inac�on, I’m reminded 
of the myriad ways that I’m complicit in all kinds of betrayals and sins. There is 
rampant need in our community, yet you and I have more than enough. There is 
division a plenty in our world, yet we’re more likely to par�cipate than to be 
peacemakers. There is violence all around us, yet we con�nue to prop up systems 
and laws that promote it and companies that benefit from it. Our world s�ll ac�vely 
judges people based on the color of their skin, the religion to which they adhere, or 
the level of wealth they have a�ained – and if we’re honest we know we’re guilty 
too. Like the disciples of old we are all too o�en quietly glued to our seats, 
reclining, trying to make sure it’s not directly our fault. 
 The betrayal of Jesus is part of a Divine mystery that we will never fully 
understand. But the sins that con�nue to plague our world are very much ours to 
bear – even if we aren’t directly responsible. When one of us suffers, all of us 
suffers. When we realize and remember that we belong to each other then the 
Gospel will awaken within us in powerful, new ways.

God of calling speak loudly in our hearts to as to be 
unmistakable. Let us not be satisfied with plenty and 

security in our own lives. But let us feel the weight of loving 
ALL of your children and let us work to create a world 

where we live like we belong to one another. 
Amen. 
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