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 At first glance, this scripture strikes me more as a scene from an Indiana Jones movie 
than from the gospel. Can you imagine Jesus being so upset with what’s happening at the 
temple that he actually uses a whip to drive out the crowds? To say the least, it's uncom-
fortable to think about Jesus as being angry. The Jesus who storms into church and throws 
the chair around and flips over the tables isn’t exactly going to make it on the stained glass 
any�me soon! 
 At the same �me, I can’t help to think what it would be like trying to follow a savior who 
honestly had no idea what it was ever like to be angry. Could Jesus be “fully human” if he 
never experienced one of our most fundamental emo�ons? In this passage, Jesus shows 
us that being angry is, in itself, not a sin – that there is actually such thing as a kind of 
“righteous anger.” Recall the words of Paul to the Ephesians: “be angry, and do not sin” – 
note that he doesn't say “don't get angry.” The spiritual discipline (perhaps even the art of 
life itself) is to learn to be able to respect our emo�ons, so that our emo�ons do not 
control us! 
 What Jesus demonstrates, though, is a vital ques�on: “what is it that we get angry 
about?” If we only know anger in interpersonal disputes, that kind of anger rarely yields 
the kind of healing that Jesus shows throughout his ministry. The world has enough people 
who are angry for anger’s sake. But when anger is a tool to bring about reconcilia�on, it is 
nothing short of a Godly emo�on; when we look around and see injus�ce in the world or 
people being held back because of the color of their skin, surely God is the first to be 
outraged at what’s happening (as a friend of mine says, “if you’re not outraged, then you’re 
not paying attention”). 
 What the worlds needs now is people who are willing to respect our anger enough to do 
something produc�ve about the injus�ces which make us angry. Just don’t forget the one 
catch: “be angry”… but only about that which makes no less than God outraged.

God, who knows what it is to be fully human… when we are 
angry, help us use our anger only to bring about reconciliation 
and healing. Forgive us when our anger is less than righteous, 

and forgive us too when we have forgotten the kind of 
righteous anger your son modeled for us. 

May we always know the difference. 
Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480887239

