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 At my grandparent’s home, I remember drinking from the hand-dug well, where 
water was pulled up in a bucket from the well by rope and pulley. The water looked 
just like the water that comes from the tap on our kitchen sink today, but it tasted 
be�er and was always cooled by the depths of the earth from which it came. But, 
a�er electric pumps were hooked up to that well, water was o�en used more 
freely, even extravagantly by some, causing the well, to run dry in the long, hot 
summers. Our spiritual lives can run dry as well.
 Almost forty years ago, the pioneer of libera�on theology, Gustavo Gu�errez, 
published a book en�tled ‘We Drink from Our Own Wells.’  “The image of a well,” 
says Gu�errez, is used because spirituality is indeed the living water that springs up 
in the very depths of the experience of faith.
 Gu�errez con�nues, “Drinking from one’s own well, then, is a spiritual experience 
in the fullest sense of the word. To have this experience is to live in the age of the 
Spirit and according to the Spirits.”  Gu�errez invites us, as followers of Jesus, to live 
our lives as a reflec�on of his life—“the imitation of Christ.”
 Jesus told the Samaritan woman, who came to draw water form the well: The 
water you drink form this well will run dry, but I will give you water from the well 
that never runs dry—“the water that I give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.”

Revealing God, none of our deeds or motivations are 
hidden from you – and yet you love us anyway. Cast out 

our fear and grant us the courage to look with honesty at 
every part of ourselves that your light exposes. 

Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480880853

