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 No ma�er how much planning goes into a wedding, something unexpected 
ALWAYS happens.  As one who has filled many different roles at weddings (ring 
bearer, best man, man of honor, groomsman, minister, handbell soloist… just not 
the groom), I can tell many stories of situa�ons at weddings or recep�ons that did 
not go as planned.
 And a poten�al wedding disaster is in our passage today.  In those days, the bride 
and groom celebrated marriage not with a honeymoon but with a seven-day wed-
ding feast at the groom’s house.  This celebra�on is in trouble because the wine is 
running out.  Thank goodness Jesus is there!!  He orders the servants to fill the jars 
with water, and a few moments later, the servants are not only serving wine, but 
the best wine!  Everyone seems pleased that the joyous feast has been saved.
 In John’s gospel, this is the first sign of Jesus’s public ministry.  It may seem odd 
that his first miracle occurred at a celebra�on, but if we are honest, throughout his 
ministry, Jesus celebrated people – people ge�ng married, people being healed of 
various ailments, people spending �me together, people enjoying meals together.
 The celebra�on at Cana reminds the church that we are called to rejoice as the 
people of God.  Even amid this unusual year, I bet we s�ll have some reasons to 
celebrate and give thanks.  On this day, what is something you are thankful for?  
What high in your life do you want to celebrate?  Is there a pandemic posi�ve that 
has changed your life for the be�er?  Though much has been lost, let us not lose 
sight of reasons we have to give thanks.

God, we know you are with us in both good times and 
not-so-good times.  Today, we lift up to you things we are 
thankful for.  Empower us to celebrate our blessings and 

use our blessings to share your love and light in this world.
Amen.
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