
Beargrass Christian Church, Sunday, March 15, 2020 
 

John 9:1-41: As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud 
on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it 
is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 
“I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a 
man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that 
he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of 
age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, 
but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 
of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were 
born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” They drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven 
him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, 
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with 
you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment 
so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 
you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.  



 
Points to Ponder…Sunday, March 15, 2020 
 

1. Good morning! Take some time to talk about your week. 
 

2. This is another long passage from John. It might help to scan 
the commentary first and then read the story.  
 

3. Read through the story together—stop and make comments or 
ask questions along the way. What seems odd or unusual or 
interesting about what happens? 
 

4. The question from the disciples in verse 1 seems strange. Do 
you think there is a connection between sin and illness? 
 

5. Like the story from John 4 that had double meanings for 
“water,” this story has double (or more) meanings for light and 
darkness, blindness and sight. What are some of the 
meanings? 
 

6. Think about the blind man who received his sight. Describe the 
emotional roller-coaster he takes through this story. 
 

7. Why did this healing upset some of the religious leaders so 
much?  
 

8. Have you ever had an experience when you “saw the light?” If 
you are comfortable, talk about it. 
 

9. Have you ever had an experience when you helped someone 
else “see the light?” Talk about it if you’re comfortable. (Think 
about situations at work, school, home, family, friends, etc.) 

 



Commentary  
 

John transforms this healing story into an intricately constructed framework for discussing the 

human condition and divine salvation. John's theology of light provides the backdrop for this text, 

with its images of vision and blindness. The entire chapter, as well as being a confessional text, is a 

tribute to John's disciplined artistry as a writer.  

 

There is much debate about how John's gospel was shaped and determined by conflicts between the 

early Christians and the synagogue. This story is one of the most heated exchanges between those 

confessing Jesus and those espousing the Pharisaic party line. The chapter begins at some indefinite 

time with Jesus' entourage encountering a man "blind from birth." At first it seems this congenital 

condition is mentioned so that the miracle Jesus performs might appear all the more dramatic. 

Jesus' response (verse 3) to the off-the-mark, theologically off-the-wall statement made by the 

disciples in verse 2 seems to suggest that this blindness is a canvas for a demonstration of God's 

transformative power.  

 

But taken in the context of the whole story, blindness-since-birth is John's theological commentary on 

the state of all humanity. This one man, like all the rest of us, is blind to the power and presence of 

God until Jesus, the Light of the World, reveals the God capable of curing our vision disorder. With his 

words in verses 3-5, Jesus clearly sets the parameters for this entire story. He declares himself to be 

the "light of the world" sent to illumine the darkness. 

 

The actual healing miracle takes place simply and quickly in verses 6-7. Using one of the most 

contemptible and insulting substances of his day, spit, Jesus creates a mud-mask for the blind man's 

eyes. He then commands him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam, whereupon the man instantly 

receives his sight. Then the man's cure comes under scrutiny from his friends and neighbors. 

Incredulous over his newfound sight, even those who know the blind beggar best find it hard to 

believe they are seeing the same man. Quizzed about what happened, the man retells the story of his 

cure, but can only identify the one who healed him as "the man called Jesus" (verse 11).  

 

He has no idea where this Jesus has gone (verse 12). Here the heart of John's story begins to pulse. 

The people bring the formerly blind man before the Pharisees for further examination of his new 

condition. We are told (verse14) that the healing took place on the Sabbath. The Pharisees jump on 



this infringement of the religious law. Making clay, which required kneading the dust and water 

together, was forbidden on the Sabbath.  

 

The Pharisees grill the cured man about his healing and are divided in their responses. Some of them 

are convinced that Jesus is a dangerous fraud. Others are still wavering. Yet even those not willing to 

declare Jesus "not from God" still conclude that he "is a sinner" (verse16). Turning once again to their 

witness for his opinion, the healed man now declares Jesus to be "a prophet" (verse17). His eyes may 

have been opened instantly, but his spiritual sight is somewhat slower to focus. 

 

The parents of the cured man are consulted in hopes of finding some physical technicalities to 

discount the miracle. This strange second interrogation holds a special threat for these parents. 

Verse 22 reveals that the relationship between the synagogue and those confessing Jesus as 

Messiah had severely deteriorated. This section is almost certainly John's attempt to address the 

situation facing Christians after A.D. 70. With the destruction of the temple, Judaism struggled for a 

new identity. Whatever the exact historical relationship, what is clear here is that the Pharisees feel 

compelled to return to the issue of this man's healing for a second time and drag in his parents, 

brandishing threats of expulsion. 

 

Now the third and final interrogation by these Pharisees takes place. Again they call the healed man 

before them, urging him to praise God and reject Jesus, whom they continue to declare "a sinner" 

(verse 24). The man's retort to the Pharisees is masterful. Turning aside their badgering, he puts the 

religious leaders on the defensive by intimating they want to become Jesus' disciples themselves. 

While this suggestion roused the Pharisees to deny Jesus more fully, their vehemence moves the 

formerly blind man to edge even closer to the truth about Jesus' identity. He thinks Jesus must be a 

man of God (verse 33). 

 

The climax of the story occurs in the last six verses. Here the transformation from blindness to clear-

eyed discipleship takes place. Here, too, the Pharisees, despite their physical eyes and spiritual 

privileges, sink into a dark abyss of sightlessness. Jesus returns to the man he had healed and 

announces his true identity as the Son of Man to him. The man's spirit sees the truth of this 

admission and immediately confesses Jesus as "Lord" and worships him (verse 38). Jesus' words 

complete this scene, summing up the ironic message of this whole episode. Those who were blind 

will see, but those who already see may be “blind.” 


