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John 4:1-42 
 

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples 
than John” 2—although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 3he left Judea and started 
back to Galilee. 4But he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.  

7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had 
gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, 
a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with 
his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 
so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”  

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and 
the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see 
that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people 
must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God 
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to 
her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”  

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one 
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went 
back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the disciples 
were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, 
“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, 
then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you 
did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”  

39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly 
the Savior of the world.”  
 



Commentary  
 

Some people call this story: "Jesus at High Noon with the Shady Lady." Jesus' scandalous, yet 

enlivening, encounter with a Samaritan woman at Sychar is an intriguing story. Sychar was ancient 

Shechem, associated with Jacob. And it is modern Nablus, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. Sychar 

stood at the "interchange" where the north-south ridge road met the east-west trade route. The 

woman, as some suggest, may have brought her water jar at noon, because she was shunned by the 

other women who characteristically would come early in the morning or in the cool of the evening.  

Jesus shockingly broke social conventions by talking with the woman at the well, something 

noted by both the woman and by Jesus' disciples. Unrelated respectable men and women did not 

interact alone together in that culture (and even today in much of the Middle East). Samaritans and 

Jews had few dealings with each other. For perspective, consider how shocked people would have 

been in the 1940s in parts of America if a black man initiated a conversation on the street with a 

white woman.  

The full story of the origin of the Samaritans is unclear, but part of their background began in 

the years following 723 BCE, when the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom of Israel, whose 

capital was Samaria. The Assyrians took away many of the surviving Israelites, and in their place 

imported pagan peoples.  Many years later, when Jews returned to Judah from exile in Babylon in the 

years following 538 BCE, people from the area of Samaria interacted negatively with them. 

Samaritans built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim, just south of Sychar, which Jews later destroyed. 

There are still a few Samaritans who live near Nablus and Tel Aviv.  

To outsiders, Samaritan and Jewish beliefs were quite similar. But Samaritans and Jews 

argued over issues which seem relatively trivial to outsiders. Samaritans accepted only the 

Torah/Pentateuch (and even in those books, there were differences), whereas most Jews used more 

than the first five books of the Bible. Often Jews traveling between Judah in the south and Galilee in 

the north would avoid going through Samaria by crossing the Jordan River to the east. Jesus felt 

“called" to go through Samaria.  

Jesus was tired and asked the Samaritan woman for a drink, thus beginning an incredible 

dialogue, with elements of both dispute and wonder. Jesus asserted that he could offer her God's gift 

of living water (fresh, flowing water, not still), so she would never be thirsty again. She literalized 

Jesus' metaphor, thinking that she wouldn't have to keep coming to draw water daily from the well. 

But the living water Jesus gave is "a spring of water gushing up to eternal life" (verse 14). Remember 

that, in John, eternal life begins now, to all who entrust their lives to God through Jesus.  



The water Jesus offered to the Samaritan woman was superior to the water of Jacob's well, 

just as Jesus himself was superior to their common ancestor Jacob. In John 6:30-35, the bread which 

God gives through Jesus is superior even to Moses' manna. "Jesus said to them, 'I am the bread of 

life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty'" 

(6:35).  

The woman called Jesus a prophet (verse 19), since he supernaturally knew so much about 

her. Somehow he knew that she had already had five husbands and was living with a guy she wasn't 

married to. Surely such an insightful prophet could clarify the dispute between Samaritans and Jews 

over where and how to worship God. "This mountain" (verse 20) is Gerizim. 

The woman ran off and told her people, "Come and see a man who told me everything I have 

ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?" (verse 29). Samaritans didn't believe that the Messiah 

would be a king in the line of David, as Jews did; their model was more that of a Restorer, a prophet 

like Moses. But it is significant that so early in the Gospel of John, Samaritans referred to Jesus as 

"Messiah" and "the Savior of the world" (verses 29, 42), long before many of Jesus' fellow Jews did. 

Because of the woman's testimony several other Samaritans believed in him. Even more believed 

when Jesus himself spent some time with them (verses 39-42). In John, to believe is to trust 

someone, to place your confidence in them so much that you entrust your life into their hands. All of 

this comes about because you believe that who they are and what they say are trustworthy and true. 

The text tells us that even shady women (and dubious gentlemen) who have met Jesus can 

invite others to "come and see" him, with the result that many will believe in him. The Samaritans' 

surprisingly good response to her and to Jesus was a ready illustration of what Jesus had just told 

his disciples about his and their work of gathering the ready-to-reap harvest of people for eternal life.   

Notice the contrasts and commonalities between the encounters of Jesus and Nicodemus 

(chapter 3) and with the Samaritan woman (chapter 4). Nicodemus was a male Jew, a Pharisee 

(highly regarded by many) and a leader as well as a teacher. He came to Jesus at night and 

apparently left in silence. 

The unnamed female Samaritan (Samaritans were generally despised by Jews) may have been 

held in questionable esteem by her own peers. She came to Jesus in broad daylight and went out, 

excitedly telling others what she had experienced with Jesus. Typical to John's Gospel, both 

Nicodemus and the woman at first misunderstood Jesus' words by taking him too literally. Then 

Jesus used those very misperceptions as opportunities to enter into clarifying and saving dialogue 

with them about fresh new life with God. 

 



Points to Ponder…Sunday, March 8, 2020 
 

1. Good morning and welcome to “Daylight Savings Time” 2020! Share 
some downs and ups from the past week. 

 
2. This story is long (the longest of Jesus’ dialogue in the Bible), so let’s 

handle it differently. Check the commentary first—then read the story. 
Share observations and questions as you move through it. 
 

3. Who are the “Samaritan women/men” of today (think about our 
community, our country, the world)? 
 

4. What does this story tell us about Jesus—and the God who sent him? 
 

5. How does this story inform us regarding the ways we are called to 
treat other people? 
 

6. Does anything about the story bother you? 
 

7. Does anything about the story surprise you? 
 

8. What insights did Jesus share with the woman that surprised her? 
(And how did he get the information? Facebook? Faithbook?) 
 

9. How do you think the woman’s life changed after this encounter with 
Jesus? 
 

10. Do you think the disciples changed after witnessing this 
encounter between Jesus and the woman? 
 

11. Do you think the community of Sychar changed? In what ways? 
 

12. Do you have any insights about last week’s story about 
Nicodemus and the woman? Differences? Similarities? What are the 
common themes? 

 


