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 St. Matthews Farmers 
Market, Kentucky’s largest 
urban market, opens for its 
15th season Saturday, May 
8, 2021. The Market runs 
Saturdays, 8:00 am to 12 noon 
through September 26, 2021, 
and is located at Beargrass 
Christian Church, 4100 
Shelbyville Rd. 
 Featuring more than 40 
farms and vendors selling 

local meats, vegetables, grains, fruit, hot 
breakfast, and flowers, the market requires 
shoppers to social distance. Consistent with 
the most recent public health and state safety 
guidelines regarding masks at outdoor events 
with fewer than 1,000 participants, masks are 
not required but are encouraged. The Market 
will continue to follow CDC recommendations 
and government requirements to address 
the COVID-19 epidemic. Volunteer parking 
attendants assure complimentary on-site 
parking for patrons. 
 In honor of the 15th season a limited number of 
special recycled canvas market bags will be sold 
for $10 each with proceeds benefitting the youth 
ministries of Beargrass Christian Church.
Learn more at www.smfarmersmarket.com or 
facebook.com/smfarmersmarket.
“As Wendell Berry said, ‘Eating is an agricultural act.’ 
Our goal is to offer high quality food & products 
from local producers & bring farm-fresh food to 
the community while supporting small farmers 
who care for the land.”

Bob Callander - 
Market Committee Member & Co-Founder

St. Matthews Farmers Market 
2021 Season Kickoff!

The Story Continues
A CALL FOR INTERVIEWERS & WRITERS!

 Almost 10 years ago, our church gathered 
stories and pictures from those in our Greatest 
Generation and published a book about them. 
It was (and still is) a wonderful way to share 
the stories of so many who have helped make 
Beargrass what it is today. We are excited to 
share that we are planning another book! The 
book will highlight those in The Silent Generation 
(a.k.a. The Lucky Few) as well as anyone in the 
Greatest Generation not included in the last book.
 We are hoping to interview those who are 75+ 
(who weren’t in the first book), so if you are in 
this age range, be on the lookout for a letter 
with more information! Like last time, WE 
NEED INTERVIEWERS AND WRITERS to make 
this happen! If you are interested in spending 
some time with one or two folks and writing 
their story for the book, please contact Susan at 
susan@beargrass.org.
 We will have a meeting for those interested in 
interviewing and writing in the very near future! 
This is an incredibly fun way to meet others in 
the church and get to know them or get to know 
someone even better!

By Dr. Susan Lowe By Penny Peavler



Dinner & A Show!
By Rev. Steven Straub

 After taking a 2020 hiatus, one of the biggest 
nights of the church year is back – the Youth 
Dinner/Auction and Children’s Musical! 
The big event is scheduled for Sunday, May 23.

@ 5:00 pm5:00 pm
There will be an outdoor dinner 
(weather permitting) to raise money 
for youth mission trips featuring hot 
dogs & hamburgers. Guests will be 
invited to pre-select their main course 
through a survey form available later 
this month.

@ 6:00 pm6:00 pm
The annual cake auction will take 
place to raise money for youth mission 
trips. Start pooling your money now 
to see what tasty treat you can take 
home!! This will also be outdoors 
(weather permitting) or in the 
Activities Building & Chalice Hall.

@ 7:00 pm7:00 pm
The children’s choir will present the 
musical “Not Your Average Jo.” The 
children have been working on this 
show for over a year & are most 
excited to share a 50’s theme update 
of a classic Bible story. Since there 
is a capacity limit in the sanctuary, 
reservations will be needed. A link to 
sign up will be e-mailed to the church 
family later this month.

 If you have any questions about any of the 
ministries above, please feel free to contact Meg 
Blackwell, Rev. Steven Straub, or Rev. Rob Shrader.

Beargrass Christian Church



Beargrass Founder 2021:  
Bonnie C. Runner
By Mike Puckett

 At his passing 
in 1984, William 
T. Runner Jr 
had carved out 
quite a legacy at 
Beargrass Christian 
Church. He served 
as Board Chair 
from 1967-1968 and for his service to God 
and this congregation, was elected Elder 
Emeritus in 1983. His wife, Bonnie Clater 
Runner, was a servant leader in equal measure 
to William and his contributions, thus is now 
honored as a Beargrass Founder for 2021.
 Born in Hardin County in 1918, Bonnie and 
her husband, Bill joined Beargrass in 1959. 
Their children, William III and Charlotte, grew 
up here. Bonnie and Bill were active in the 
Round Robin Sunday school class for decades. 
She served as president of the Christian 
Women’s Fellowship (CWF), now the Disciples 
Women’s Ministries, from 1969-1971.
 One of Bonnie’s early Beargrass passions 
was our library, a creation of the CWF in the 
1950s/1960s. Until finding its current and 
permanent home with the construction of the 
Education Bldg. in 1990, its initial collection of 
books were moved many times over the years. 
Its early assembly required continual nurturing 
by Bonnie and co-advocate, Gladys Sargent.
 By the time of her passing in 2009, Bonnie 
had worshiped at Beargrass for a half century-
twice the number of years of Bill. Among her 
contributions during her second quarter-
century were significant financial donations, 
often in tribute to the wonderful faith legacy 
Bill had sparked. In 1986, Bonnie made a gift to 
Lexington Theological Seminary in memory of 
Bill, which established the R W Van Nostrand 
Endowment Fund (Beagrass’s senior minister 
at the time). When our current chapel was 
dedicated through worship on September 30, 
1990, the dedication took place “in love and 

memory of William T. Runner Jr”. Bonnie donated 
$50,000 to furnish and decorate the facility.
 We salute Bonnie Runner, a faithful 
servant-leader of Beargrass for a half 
century. She contributed to God’s work in 
all waysthrough time, talent, and treasure. 
Bonnie set a high bar for the rest of us, and 
upon this honor we give thanks for her 
life and her lifetime of faithful service.
(The honor of Beargrass Founder was created 
in 2018 to recognize the women and men who 
made significant contributions to our church 
during its first 150 years. It functions under 
the auspices of the Nominating Committee.)

Happy

Birthday
To You

May Birthdays
Below is the list of May birthdays at Beargrass. 
We wish you a very happy birthday! If you have 
been left off the list or are listed with the wrong 
date, please contact us.

May 1: Jan Conry · Debbie Lott
May 2: Denise Hatfield · Derek Holland · 
Hans Sander · Clayton Dawson
May 3: Charles Allen
May 4: Tracey Farris · Linda Karem · Anna Ciulla
May 5: Tom Dunavent · Sue Rouse · Evan Barsch
May 6: Larry Fineman · Seth Bendorf · Susie Smith 
May 7: Shirley Stanford · Jenny Medley
May 8: Liz Kipp
May 9: James Owen III · Molly Farnau
May 10: Ben Brown · Maddox Miller · Jim Lehrer ·
Lily Hagan
May 11: Davis Creech II
May 12: Bob Vance · Colin Hagerty
May 13: Kyle Willinger · Sally Barkhauer · 
Brian Price

(Continues On Back)



 In 2021, the Mission Support Team has decided 
to highlight various recipients of the outreach 
budget. This month, we are featuring the 
ministry of Lexington Theological Seminary.
 Founded in 1936 as the College of the Bible, 
Lexington Theological Seminary is a pioneer 
school of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). In 1936, the school began requiring a 
bachelor’s degree from an accredited college for 
admission, thus becoming strictly a graduate 
institution. Two years later the Seminary 
played a leading role in the formation of The 
Association of Theological Schools, the official 
accrediting agency of theological institutions. 
The Seminary also established the first chair of 
religious education in the nation, instituted one 

Lexington Theological 
Seminary
By Rev. Steven Straub

of the first courses on the ecumenical church, 
and was the first seminary in the United States 
to offer clinical pastoral training as a part of its 
curriculum.
 Beargrass has long supported the seminary’s 
mission and the theological education of 
seminary students, helping shape the leadership 
and ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). Since 1966, Beargrass has supported 
the Beargrass Scholars program, providing 
scholarships to students that help offset the cost 
of their seminary education. Over 80 ministers 
have benefitted from this program, including 
current Associate Regional Minister Linda Jones, 
former LTS professor Bruce Breeding, and 
Beargrass members David Wilde, Jay Deskins, 
and Steven Straub.
 In 2011, LTS switched from a residential 
program to a hybrid model. Some classes 
are completed online while other classes are 
completed during intensive, on-campus sessions 
several times a year. During their entire program, 
students are expected to serve a congregation in 
some capacity.
 As a former Beargrass scholar, I can personally 
attest to importance of this outreach. Being a 
recipient of this scholarship meant I could focus 
on what I was learning versus how I was going to 
pay for my classes. I know many of my colleagues 
who were so grateful to be selected as Beargrass 
Scholars, receiving news of their scholarships 
at pivotal points in their seminary journey. On 
behalf of Beargrass Scholars past and present, 
thank you for your continued support of LTS.

May 16: Tom Haag · Mallory Brothers
May 17: Tracy Flener · Kyle Rademaker
May 18: Melinda Simpson
May 19: Donna Knight
May 20: Annalee Holland · Mike Willinger ·
Kevin Roberts
May 21: Jamie McGaughey · Tom Stetson
May 22: Jan Croddy · Trey Creech III
May 23: Anthony Godoy
May 24: Skip McClain · Dan Coddington · 
Alice Beckham · Julia Barsch · Wayne Mayes
May 25: John Jackson · Stacy Deren ·
Lauri Carrico · Conrad Reynolds
May 26: John Phelps · Patrick Carrico · Amy Wells 
May 27: Suzy Grunewald · Stephanie Buttes · 
Julie Richardson
May 28: Jim Jackson Jr. · Jon Rupp
May 29: Marvin Yormie · Michael Wright
May 30: Betty Haag · Dr. Trey Flowers
May 31: Penny Peavler

Gifts To Beargrass

Davy & Linda Stallings · 
Charles & Eula Masters · 
Jan Conry · Suzana Spahiu

In Memory of Becky Blakemore: 

In Memory of Elizabeth Barrens:
Angela Deweese · 
Edward & Kennedy Kirchner


