


Goals
•To deepen commitment to being who we say we        
are as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

•To deepen our understanding of our mission 
statement as Beargrass Christian Church (DOC): 

Worship-Grow-Serve

•To better understand our roots and evolvement 
as a church and a denomination



WE ARE DISCIPLES
Our Identity
We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a 
fragmented world.
As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s 
Table as God has welcomed us.

Our Vision
To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true community, 
deep Christian spirituality and a passion for justice.
– Micah 6:8

Our Mission
To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving 
and serving from our doorsteps “to the ends of the earth.”
– Acts 1:8



WE ARE BEARGRASS

We seek to worship with hope,
grow together as a community of faith,

and serve with generosity and a passion for 
justice.



Session 1:  God’s Covenant of Love:  
Recognizing What Binds Us Together

Session 2:  A Movement for Wholeness:  Seeking 
Covenantal Relationships with a 
Living and Loving God

Session 3:  Understanding our Roots
Session 4:  The Light of Scripture
Session 5:  Serving with a Passion for Justice
Session 6:  Panel Discussion
Fieldtrip:  Cane Ridge



SESSION 1: 
GOD’S COVENANT OF LOVE: 

RECOGNIZING WHAT BINDS US 
TOGETHER 



WE BREATHE 
BY REV. STEPHANIE KENDELL

We breathe in God’s grace 
May it transform our insecurities 
So that we breathe out Gods love 

We breathe in God’s love 
May it transform our fears 

So that we breathe out God’s hope 
We breathe in God’s hope 

May it transform our doubts 
So that we breathe out God’s faithfulness 

We breathe in God’s faithfulness 
May it transform our hearts 

So that we breathe out the Good News of Christ Jesus 
We breathe in the Good News of Christ Jesus 

May it transform us 
So that we breathe out God’s grace



INTRODUCTION BY:
DR. TERESA HORD OWENS



OVERALL LEARNING GOALS
FOR THE SERIES

1. To explore the concept of covenantal relationships within the Christian 
Church (Disciples Of Christ) (especially as written in the Preamble); 

2. To understand more deeply the way covenant works both in the Preamble 
of the Design of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and in our wider 
tradition, and to introduce the Preamble to congregations who may not be 
familiar; 

3. To demonstrate a deeper commitment to covenantal relationships; 

4. To engage in covenantal practices by imagining possibilities for new ways of 
being church; 

5. To deepen commitment to being who we say we are as the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).



TODAY’S LEARNING GOALS

God’s Covenant of Love: Recognizing What Binds Us Together 

1. To educate participants on the history and context for the Preamble; 

2. To (re)introduce the Preamble of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) 

3. To introduce the notion of covenantal relationships and the Disciples 
tradition 

4. To listen to and recognize the diverse history and experiences of our 
tradition and history



THE PREAMBLE TO THE DESIGN

• The Preamble The Preamble to the Design of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) As 
members of the Christian Church, We confess that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and 
proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world. In 
Christ's name and by his grace we accept our 
mission of witness and service to all people. 



THE PREAMBLE TO THE DESIGN

• We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and earth, and in 
God’s covenant of love which binds us to God and to one 
another. Through baptism into Christ we enter into 
newness of life and are made one with the whole people of 
God. In the communion of the Holy Spirit we are joined 
together in discipleship and in obedience to Christ. At the 
Table of the Lord we celebrate with thanksgiving the saving 
acts and presence of Christ. 



THE PREAMBLE TO THE DESIGN

• Within the universal church we receive the gift of 
ministry and the light of scripture. In the bonds of 
Christian faith we yield ourselves to God that we 
may serve the One whose kingdom has no end. 
Blessing, glory, and honor be to God forever. 
Amen.



VIDEO



CONSIDER

• What stood out to you in her presentation? 

• Did anything in her story resonate with you? 

• Was there anything you disagreed with?



CONSIDER

• When you read the Preamble to the Design of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), what do 
you notice? 

• What sections or phrases speak to you the most? 
Why?



CONSIDER

• How much do you know about the history of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)? 

• How much of what Rev. Jha shared was new 
information to you? 

• What would you like to know more about?



CONSIDER

• Rev. Jha talks about the significance of the Preamble and 
the Design emerging at a time in history when racial 
tensions were high in the United States. She says, “In 1968, 
while the nation wrestled with the question of whether 
racial reconciliation and real relationship across races was 
even possible.... in that moment, Disciples decided to seek 
deeper relationship across race in Christ.” 

• Why do you think that’s important? What can we learn 
today?



CONSIDER

• Rev. Jha says that the Preamble is important in part 
because of the societal norms it resisted. 

• She says, “We were recommitting to unity at a time when 
our nation was coming apart... and to radical inclusion at a 
time when people of color had little reason to trust that 
our white family could include us.” 

• What societal norms does the church accept or resist 
today?



CONSIDER

• Rev. Jha says that the Preamble explicitly names what 
weaves us together: baptism, faith in a living Christ, and a 
table of gratitude. 

• What role have these aspects played in your life? 

• How have you seen these three aspects weave the church 
together?



CONSIDER

• After watching this video, what do you want to know more 
about? 

• How can you learn more about our church’s history, and 
how can you live more deeply into the covenantal 
relationships that weave us together?



CLOSING PRAYER

• God of Compassion, we are thankful for your covenant of 
love, your son Jesus the Christ, which binds us to You and 
to one another. May we be emboldened to seek the 
“design” you have for us as Disciples, as family, as equals, as 
servants to each other and the world. 

• Amen
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