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 Great News! On Tuesday, April, 13, 2021, 
the MLT unanimously approved our “Back to 
Beargrass” plan for a 6-week phased-in approach 
to return to community life at Beargrass 
Christian Church. Each week, we are inviting the 
congregation to partner with us to help focus 
together on one major “goal” for our weekend 
experience to safely and responsibly get back 
to life at Beargrass. By strategically adding one 
major piece of our Saturday/Sunday community 
experience each week, our leadership is 
prayerful that declining positivity rates and 
increased vaccination rates in our area will allow 
our congregation to move into a new chapter 
nearing post-COVID-19 life while keeping 
one another safe by continuing to follow all 
guidelines from the CDC and health experts.
 As you know, we had a very successful return 
to in-person worship Sunday April 11 with 
two socially-distant, masked services. Given 
the thoughtful, advanced planning and smooth 
implementation, our leadership applied the 
principles learned from Week 1 by expanding the 
capacity of in-person worship in the sanctuary 
by 50% to 150 for the 9:00 & 11:00 am services! 
You may make your reservation on our sign-
ups page on our website, through the link in 
the Sunday Prayer Concerns/Celebrations or 
via the Connection Card during worship. We 
will also continue to live stream the 9:00 am 
Contemporary service and will provide an audio 
recording of the 11:00 am Traditional service on 
our podcast accessed on our website.
 In the subsequent weeks we are also making 
diligent plans to- allow for a safe return of adult 
Sunday School classes on Sunday mornings 
as well as childcare, children’s church, youth 
Sunday School... (Article Continues on Page 4)
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... children’s Sunday School, and Saturday eve-
ning worship.
 Each of these phases has its own logistical 
and safety challenges that will require all of our 
prayer, patience, cooperation, and grace as we 
work together to get Back to Beargrass. A key 
guiding principle in our planning for each step in 
the strategic plan on the front page is “keeping 
one another safe.” Each week we will provide 
more details in the e-news about what to expect 
for the upcoming phase based on the safety guide-
lines outlined below, including continued masking 
and social distancing per CDC and state guide-
lines. Of course, the timing and details for each of 
the goals are subject to change based on evolving 
health guidelines, case numbers in our area, and 
successful implementation of the prior goal in the 
previous week(s).
 Please review the planned weekly expansion 
goals and help pitch in to make your personal 
or ministry plans accordingly.  The whole team 
of ministers, staff, and MLT is so excited to bring 
this plan to you and work together on a healthy, 
safe, and strong return to life at Beargrass 
Christian Church. After all of the challenges of 
this past year, this is a truly joyful time to be 
part of the Beargrass family. We are so blessed 
— let’s make our 179th year a year of renewal 
and thanksgiving!

Breaking News! (Cont.)
By Alan Forsythe

April Birthdays
Below is the list of April birthdays at Beargrass. 
We wish you a very happy birthday! If you have 
been left off the list or are listed with the wrong 
date, please contact us.

April 6: Michael Montgomery · Judy Snyder
April 7: Bernadette Box
April 8: Norma Matheny · Karen Buckingham · 
Richard Spencer · Barbara Gardner
April 9: Chris Rakestraw · David Wilde ·
Larry Meyer · Peaches Tinker · Hayden Durham
April 10: Pam Heindselman · Susan Lowe · 
Bailey Flowers
April 11: Laura Barkhauer · Joe Walker Jr.
April 12: Jerry Maxwell · Bob Cannon ·
Brian Bennett · Austin Nabeta · Jan Shrader ·
Penelope Bottorff 
April 13: Kelly Bendorf · Carolyn Walker
April 14: Courtney Swain · Paige Hoover ·
Rayland Smith
April 15: Cindy Stone
April 16: Clayton Farris · Rollin Herbert · Tony Ellis · 
Lisa Hoffman
April 17: Bob Callander · Rachael Clark ·
Natalie Rechter
April 18: Patsy Nall · Janet Fleitz · Jillian Stevens
April 19: Daniel Spurlock · Jessica DeCoste ·
Gayle Shrewsbury
April 21: Marj Hanks · Celia Maudlin ·
Sarah Coddington
April 22: Lauren Anderson · Abbi Long
April 23: Heidi Gividen · Leo Stottmann Jr. · 
Lynda Lannert · Henry Nabeta
April 24: Michelle Shaffner · Avery Travis
April 25: Connor Knight · Jeff Owen · 
John Fischer
April 26: Laura Ellis · Cathy Leis
April 27: Jamie Snowden · Matthew Stanley · 
Alex Thomas · Jeremy Angermeier · 
Peggy Williams
April 28: Joey Babcock · Rebecca Mosley · 
Dolores Kurowski · Nancy WIlson · Matt Gillies
April 30: Nancy Wheatley · Nancy Stoess · 
Judy Towles · Bobbie Tuggle · Angie Furlan ·
Samantha Richardson · Rhonda Mattingly ·
Xander Wagner

April 1: Missy Dickinson · Karen Greenwell · 
Lillian Richardson
April 2: Blake Watson · Patricia Perry ·
Elise Hagerty
April 3: Jeanette Wortham · Kenny Martin ·
Genny Morgan · Geneva Straub
April 4: Brandon Bond · Daniel Clark
April 5: Sue Rawlings · David Butler



 The heartbeat of Beargrass for missions 
has always been strong. There is no greater 
testimony to that fact than Christian Care 
Communities, long one of this church’s larger 
annual budget beneficiaries. And, Beargrass 
was there at its founding 137 years ago!
 Christian Care was born from the needs of 
the Louisville community less than 20 years 
after the end of the US Civil War, and from 
the compassionate heart of Pastor William 
A. Broadhurst who was then serving the 
Floyd & Chestnut Street Church. He rallied 
four other local churches—First Christian, 
Campbell Street Christian, Portland Avenue 
Christian, and Beargrass Christian—to join 
his church as founders and incorporators of 
the Christian Church Widows’ and Orphans’ 
Home of Kentucky, the organization’s 
original name. Two of Beargrass’s own, 
Pastor William H. Bartholomew and Elder 
Hamilton Ormsby, were members of its 
original Board of Directors. Christian Care 
became a reality for Pastor Broadhurst and 
his associates with the opening of its first 
facility at 1013 E. Jefferson St. in May, 1884.
 Here is how the organization describes itself 
almost 14 decades later: “Today, as Kentucky’s 
largest faith-based provider of senior living 
services and long term care for older adults, 
Christian Care Communities continues this legacy 
of caring. Nearly 70% of the older adults we 
serve today are simply unable to afford the care 
and services they receive. But, we continue to 
provide care to the often forgotten elderly who 
need a place to call home; compassionate care for 
those facing loss of health, hope and healing for 
individuals and families coping with grief, illness, 
and loneliness.” Christian Care employs more 
than 900 at 10 facilities around Kentucky and 
has an annual budget of $57 million. Significant 
for Disciples, Christian Care advises that it is 
the oldest outreach ministry of the Disciples of 
Christ and the Christian Church/Church of Christ.
 It should come as no surprise that Beargrass 
has supported CCC throughout its existence, 
both financially and through volunteerism- 

including many at the highest level. In addition 
to Pastor Bartholomew and Elder Ormsby 
at its founding, members such as James H. 
Noland Sr., William T. McConnell Jr., Gladys 
Sargent, William Jones, Ann Northcutt, David 
Horn, and Don Asfahl have served on its board. 
Most recently, former Beargrass Board Chair 
and Elder, Frank Farris, served as chair of the 
Christian Care board from 2013 to 2018. He 
continues on their board today, as do Terri 
Fowler and David Stanley of Beargrass.
 We are blessed at Beargrass by the remarkable 
legacies of faith laid down by those who 
have preceded us, as well as the generosity 
of time, talent, and finances of those who 
surround us. And, by following the imperatives 
of the Risen Christ, Beargrass continues to 
work compassionately to be “a movement 
for wholeness in a fragmented world”.

Christian Care Communities

Beargrass Endowment Fund:
The Crawford Fund

By Mike Puckett

By Chad Turner

 Greetings from the Endowment Board! Spring 
is springing and there seems to be light at the 
end of the pandemic tunnel as we gradually 
begin to reopen to worship and fellowship 
together. We continue to celebrate the generosity 
of our congregation and would like to highlight 
each of the funds under our purview and how 
they support Beargrass. 
 This month we’d like to highlight the Crawford 
Fund- a fund established to provide additional 
funds for the continuing education of the 
ministers of the Church. Rev. Steven Straub was 
the beneficiary of this fund several years ago and 
shares his experience below:

 “Because of the annual distribution from 
the Crawford Ministerial Education Fund, 
I was able to attend, for the first time, the 
Handbell Musicians of America national 
seminar several years ago. It’s held every 
summer, but between camps and mission 
trips as well as... (Article Continues on back)



timing and location, I’ve never been able to 
go. This time, the dates AND the location 
(four hours from Louisville) enabled me to 
go. The Crawford Fund helped make the 
conference financially feasible.
 I had the chance to attend many 
workshops and classes. I improved my skills 
as a director. I even brought back some new 
music for the choir. We played one piece for 
All Saints Day last year and another for the 
Christmas Concert. I also had the chance to 
interact with several “famous” people in 
the handbell world. At one concert during 
the event, the conductor thanked the 
composer of the piece, one of my favorite 
composers of handbell music. As it turned 
out, he was seated three chairs over from 
me at the concert! 
 I also took a ringing track (several sessions 
where you actually ring and perform 
music) with compositions from new, 
young composers.  During the sessions, 
the composers came in, directed us and 
talked about how they composed their 
pieces. It was such an engaging and unique 
experience. All of which was made possible 
by the generosity of the donors to the 
Crawford Fund of the Endowment.”

 Rev. Straub’s handbell ministry is just one of 
many valuable ministries that he provides to the 
church. I am so glad we are able to support him 
as he continues to lead our handbell choir in 
providing this enriching piece of our worship!
 I hope these articles provide a little insight 
into the powerful impacts that the funds from 
the Endowment can provide to us, our church, 
and our community. Should you have any 
questions or have interest in contributing to the 
Crawford Fund, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to a minister or member of the Endowment 
Board. I look forward to sharing more good news 
about Beargrass’ Endowment Fund with you in 
the coming months.

Gifts To Beargrass

Eric & Elaine Farris
In Memory of Wilbert Wilson: 

In Memory of Spencer Martin:
Eric & Elaine Farris

In Memory of Elizabeth Barrens:
Edward & Kennedy Kirchner

In Memory of Harlan & Nella Blount:
Eric & Elaine Farris

 St. Matthews Farmers 
Market, Kentucky’s largest 
urban market, opens for its 
15th season Saturday, May 
8, 2021. The Market runs 
Saturdays, 8:00 am to 12 noon 
through September 26, 2021, 
and is located at Beargrass 
Christian Church, 4100 
Shelbyville Rd. 
 Featuring more than 40 
farms and vendors selling 

local meats, vegetables, grains, fruit, hot 
breakfast, and flowers, the market requires 
masks and requires shoppers to social 
distance. Volunteer parking attendants assure 
complimentary onsite parking for patrons. 
 In honor of the 15th season a limited number 
of special recycled canvas market bags will be 
sold for $10 each with proceeds benefitting the 
youth ministries of Beargrass Christian Church.
Learn more at www.smfarmersmarket.com or 
facebook.com/smfarmersmarket.

“As Wendall Berry said, ‘Eating is an agricultural act.’ 
Our goal is to offer high quality food & products 
from local producers & bring farm-fresh food to 
the community while supporting small farmers 
who care for the land.”

Bob Callander - 
Market Committee Member & Co-Founder

St. Matthews Farmers Market 
2021 Season Kickoff!
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