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I. INTRODUCTION.  

A. How many of you love babies?  
1. I confess that there are three who are at the top of my list.  
2. Our family continues to appreciate your support and prayers.  
3. Because the “three wee kings” were born so prematurely, they haven’t been out much.  
4. When they turn two years old in July, you’ll start to see more of them.  
5. Chelsea and Brian have taken such good care of them.  
6. They have kept them in a bubble—not only for their physical health—but to ward off 

outside negative influences.  
7. They are guarding what they hear and see and experience.  

B. Studies show that in spite of vast social, economic, and geographical differences—babies 
speak a common language.  
1. A researcher said: “They grow, learn, and remind the rest of us of the astonishing power 

that is our common birthright.  
2. “They are cast into the world as a bundle of reflexes. 
3. “Twelve months later they walk, kiss, and utter basic words. 
4. “After a year they exhibit no racism, no prejudice, no bigotry.  
5. “They show no signs of discrimination or intolerance.”  

C. So what happens along the way?  
1. At one point are we taught to build barriers instead of bridges?  
2. When do we learn that our differences become difficulties?  

D. Some children and adults are able to hang on to justice and fairness a little longer.  
1. I enjoyed the story about the mother who was preparing a Sunday School lesson about 

the Beatitudes.  
2. She had four young children and one of them discovered what was left of the Mother’s 

Day cookie-cake she had been hiding.  
3. Suddenly things went crazy in the kitchen—screaming, yelling!  
4. Mom shouted: “Stop! Jesus said ‘Blessed are the peacemakers.’”  
5. “Would somebody PLEASE be the peacemaker?!”  
6. There was a moment’s silence and then her six-year-old daughter said, “I’ll be the piece 

maker, Mom!”  
7. She divided the cookie fairly and said: “Here’s a piece for you and you…and a piece for 

you and one piece for me.”  
8. And Mom got some joy—and a great story to share in her lesson. 

II. TODAY WE NEAR THE END OF THE EASTER SEASON.  
A. We have been reflecting on the theme: “Rise!”  

1. We have heard good news about God’s great and graceful gifts.  
2. Today’s text from John 17 is no different.  
3. Some people describe this as the “real” Lord’s Prayer.  
4. Within this moving, heartfelt prayer is a plea for unity.  
5. Jesus prays—not only for his original disciples—but for us.  
6. He prays that we “all will be one.”  
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B. And yet, we all know that a sense of unity is elusive in this world.  
1. We not only have trouble working toward unity… 
2. We have trouble just being nice to each other!  
3. And new studies indicate that we are getting tired of it.  

C. Americans are fed up with “politics as usual” and sick of incivility.  
1. And it shows up in voter turnout—some of our major cities had single-digit voter turnout. 
2. Our Kentucky flag may say, “United We Stand,” but the final votes hadn’t even been 

counted last Tuesday before the media missiles started being launched for November’s 
election.  

3. And our national motto may be “Out of Many, One” but it sure looks and feels more like 
“E pluribus pluribus.”  

D. An interesting poll was printed in a prominent paper.  
1. There was an amazingly strong consensus in many areas.  
2. 89% of folks felt that insulting someone was inappropriate.  
3. 89% opposed any references to one’s race or ethnicity.  
4. 87% didn’t support attacks on another with a different view.  
5. 81% were against comments about one’s sexual orientation.  
6. 73% didn’t approve of questioning someone’s patriotism.  

E. It has been said that a nation that hates politics will not long thrive as a democracy. 
1. Those may be prophetic words if our pathetic politics continue. 
2. We are the West’s most religiously diverse and devout nation at a time of serious and 

significant global religious conflict. 
a. All of us have a stake in promoting interfaith cooperation. 
b. When we advocate for others, we advance ourselves. 
c. One person said: “In America we arrive together or not at all.” 

F. That is important to ponder on this Memorial Day weekend.  
1. We remember those who died in our nation’s service.  
2. Regardless of how we feel about war, it seems fitting that we should pay homage to 

those who lost their lives.  
3. And it becomes a pastoral care issue from my perspective.  
4. Sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, spouses—and they are gone. 
5. And now their beliefs and backgrounds don’t matter.  
6. And on weekends like this we find a way to come together because people bond more 

deeply out of shared brokenness rather than shared beliefs.  
III. SO, THE CHURCH CAN LEAD THE WAY, RIGHT?  

A. Well…maybe…or maybe not?  
1. “God, we’re still working on this—give us some more time!”  
2. There are church battles galore—many fierce and hard fought.  
3. The Internet has become a powerful religious weapon.  
4. Sometimes it seems as if the Body of Christ has been infected with a flesh-eating virus, 

intent upon cannibalizing itself!  
5. Why are we known more for our conflicts than our cooperation? 
6. Probably because our history is full of it!  

B. Here’s one blogger’s view of why the church can’t hold it together:  
1. “Gossip, veiled actions, failure to confront church bullies, self-serving members, lack of 

prayer, fear of confrontation, hypercriticism, low expectations, no church discipline, 
churches known more for what they are against rather than what they are for, fear of 
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losing members, failure to be evangelistic, power groups, the silent and fearful 
majority.” 

2. That’s from Thom Rainer as he writes about church…dis…unity? 
C. Could one issue be that when we think of the Body of Christ we are tempted to think 

corporately—not corporally?  
1. Some think of the Church in terms of a “corporate” body.  
2. But is that the healthiest image and vision for the Church?  
3. A corporation is often a bureaucratized, institutionalized, organization—filled with secret 

pathways to power and prestige.   
D. But the Body of Christ is NOT corporate—it is corporal. 

1. We are a living, breathing body that must work together in love to sustain our life, to 
ensure our future, and to serve the world.  

2. A corporal body has many parts that must work together.  
3. Every part looks different—every part has different challenges.  
4. But our DNA is the same; we are all part of the Body of Christ.  
5. We are bound together as one by love and the Spirit.  

IV. SO, CAN THE CHURCH LEAD THE WAY?  
A. Jesus prayed this prayer around 2000 years ago. 

1. And this is the Son of God making the appeal here!  
2. So maybe we should stop waiting and whining and get on with the hard work of weaving 

the people of God together?  
B. One of our Sunday School classes talked about it.  

1. They read a book called “If the Church were Christian.” 
2. One session was: “If the Church were Christian Gracious Behavior Would be More 

Important than Right Belief.”  
3. We’re back to that civility/incivility concern.  
4. Do we exhibit and offer basic hospitality to people?  

C. And we’re working on it as a denomination and a faith community.  
1. We are part of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  
2. Since our inception we have been a movement for unity.  
3. Several years ago the Disciples resurrected our birthright with a new and improved 

mission statement.  
4. We are “a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.”  

D. In this place we are embracing a new purpose statement.  
1. “We are Beargrass Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), part of a movement for 

wholeness in a fragmented world.”  
2. “Guided by the love of God and a commitment to an open table, we worship with hope, 

grow together as a community of faith, and serve with generosity and a passion for 
justice.” 

E. Is that consistent with Jesus’ prayer for all of us?  
1. I think so—but we can’t pull this off by ourselves!  
2. Unity happens when folks are filled with God’s love and grace. 

F. A well-known preacher shares these reflections:  
1. “There will be a greater spirit of unity with those whose identity is shaped by a common 

love for God than with those whose identity is shaped by a denomination or religious 
organization.  

2. Some will say, ‘I am a good Methodist’ or ‘I am a Baptist.’” 
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3. “But others just say, ‘What a wonderful God we have!”  
4. “And immediately we are related—we are in the same family.”  
5. “There is a fundamental union of Spirit—it is a matter of love.”  

G. Desmond Tutu speaks and writes about it in his books.  
1. He says: “There is a movement, not easily discernible, at the heart of things to reverse 

the awful centrifugal force of alienation, brokenness, division, hostility and disharmony.” 
2. “God has set in motion a centripetal process, a moving toward the center, toward unity, 

harmony, goodness, peace and justice, a process that removes barriers.” 
3. “We should celebrate our glorious diversity and differences.” 

H. Some of you know the books and blogs of Rachel Held Evans.  
1. In the foreword to her book “Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the 

Church,” Glennon Melton says: “Whenever I want to scare myself, I consider what would 
happen to the world if Rachel Held Evans stopped writing.” 

2. “Rachel’s Christianity is a daily discipline of boundless grace–for herself, for the church, 
for those the church leaves out.  

3. “The faith she describes is less of a club to belong to and more of a current to enter 
into—a current that continuously carries her toward the people and places she’s been 
taught to fear.”  

4. “Rachel tells us that there is no them and us; there is only us.” 
5. And sadly, Rachel has stopped writing—recently she died very quickly and unexpectedly 

at the way-too-young age of 37. 
6. So other preachers, prophets and people will need to rise up. 

I. One of them is Allen Hilton, founder of House United, a nonprofit initiative that helps groups 
collaborate across their differences. 
1. He led a conference that Ellen and I attended earlier this year. 
2. Jesus’ prayer inspired the ambitious title of his book: “A House United: How the Church 

Can Save the World.” 
3. He says: “The driving passion behind the book is that God gives us our differences as 

gifts—assets—rather than threats.”  
4. “I believe God gave the American church and the whole republic both liberals and 

conservatives—and that by our elective segregation we ungratefully leave that gift 
unopened.”  

5. “Difference should come together, not as a compulsory exercise to prove how inclusive 
we can be, but because we gain insight and strength from one another’s diverse 
perspectives.”  

6. “We come together because being different makes us better.”  
7. “The church must offer our own mutually-loving alternative.”  
8. He says: “Our hope comes from this prayer from Jesus for his disciples.”  
9. “Becoming the answer to his prayer for unity would bless the church…and it just might 

save the world.” 


