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Sing Hope! 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
November 30, December 1, 2019 
Beargrass Christian Church  
 
I. INTRODUCTION.  

A. I trust that your Thanksgiving celebrations were more full of gobble, gobble, gobble—than 
squabble, squabble, squabble.  
1. Many said they were anxious about Thanksgiving because of differences of opinion 

about politics or athletics or whatever.  
2. There were numerous articles about Thanksgiving etiquette this year—suggestions 

about how to avoid divisive conversations.  
3. And apparently there is an increase in what people are calling “Friendsgiving”—gathering 

‘round the table with folks who all have the same feelings and perspectives.  
4. So, I hope you were able to rise above all of that and enjoy the holiday—love should 

surpass whatever differences we have.  
B. And…Happy Thanks-Advent or Ad-giving or Pente-vent!  

1. I’m not always sure how to describe this day.  
2. The transition between the end of the season of Pentecost and Thanksgiving and the 

beginning of Advent is really awkward and abrupt.  
3. Many of us are still finishing off leftovers from last week.  
4. Pumpkins pies are still chillin’ in our refrigerators.  
5. Pumpkins are still chillin’ on our porches—waiting to be replaced by lights and 

decorations and garland and greenery.  
6. Some of us are still recovering from middle of the night missions to the mall on Black 

Friday or Black Friday Eve.  
7. I think we used to call Black Friday Eve “Thanksgiving Day.”  
8. Anyway, ready or not, here it comes—Advent is upon us!  

C. And just as we set our tables for Thanksgiving celebrations, today we are “setting the table” 
for the Advent and Christmas season.  
1. Today we begin lighting Advent candles during worship.  
2. We will be “deck”-orating the halls later today.  
3. And we have many significant celebrations and meaningful opportunities for ministry 

during the weeks ahead.  
4. I hope that you can be present at Beargrass as much as possible during December—

especially on Christmas Eve.  
5. We are encouraging all of our members to be intentionally invitational—please reach out 

to family members and friends. 
6. I also pray that our hearts and minds will be open and alert to the signs and gifts of 

God’s hope and peace and joy and love.  
D. The theme for the season will be “Sing Christmas!”  

1. This is the name of the cantata we will hear on December 8. 
2. The Beargrass Choir, Praise Team, Chamber Handbell Choir, Lourdes Children’s Choir 

and an orchestra will present it.  
3. This is something else you don’t want to miss! 
4. The voices of the narrators in the cantata set the context.  

a. “The real joy of the season is celebrating the birth of a child. 
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b. “This birth is foretold by prophets—one who would come from heaven and bring 
salvation to a broken world.”  

c. “We celebrate in song! We sing of hope, peace, joy and love.” 
II. OUR TEXT HELPS US THINK ABOUT THOSE THINGS.  

A. The prophet Isaiah describes some of our basic human yearnings.  
1. He speaks of our universal hunger for God.  
2. He proclaims: “In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established—

and all the nations shall stream to it.”  
3. “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord that we may learn God’s ways and walk 

in God’s paths.” 
B. Though there are growing numbers of agnostics, atheists and “nones,” many still believe 

that we are inherently religious beings. 
1. Some have predicted the demise of religious faith in the light of the challenges from our 

culture and secularism.  
2. But reports of God’s death have been greatly exaggerated! 
3. People all over the planet are coming to God in places and countries we never 

expected—even where it is illegal or life-threatening. 
4. It won’t be long before they begin sending missionaries to us!  

C. We are essentially religious—and why not?  
1. We live in a magnificent and mysterious universe.  
2. Most reasonable people believe that a superior intelligence created this world of wonder 

and beauty and splendor.  
3. Often when people say they don’t believe it is because they have had a painful situation 

and felt abandoned by people or God.  
4. But most of us are by nature religious.  
5. We long to reach out to God and we long to live with hope.  

D. Apparently, there is a post office in Israel that gets all kinds of mail from people who are 
trying to reach out to the Divine.  
1. A reporter said: “Try sending a letter to God and chances are it will end up—as many do 

each year—at an Israeli post office.” 
2. People ask for all kinds of help for all kinds of problems.  
3. Many letters arrive around religious holidays.  
4. One worker started taking them to the Western Wall, where people place notes of prayer 

in the cracks between its stones.  
5. The worker said: “After that…it’s not in our hands.”  

E. Someone else suggested that letters to Santa are a variation of this practice. 
1. Children’s letters reflect that same desire to reach out to something grander and 

greater.  
2. A tiny town in Finland is the official international site for sending letters to Santa Claus.  

a. Each year, the post office receives hundreds of thousands of letters from little ones 
from almost 200 countries.  

b. Form letters are sent out to most of the requests. 
c. But the most heart-rending ones are personally answered by a volunteer team of 

students from the surrounding towns.  
3. One postal clerk says, “We can see everything that is going on in the world through the 

children’s requests in the letters.”  
a. Children in war-torn areas ask Santa to send them peace.  
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b. Children whose parents are dying ask for healing.  
c. One child may ask for expensive toys; another child on the other side of the globe 

may ask for an artificial limb to replace the hand or leg that was blown off by a land 
mine.  

4. But why do children—and even some adults—write to Santa?  
5. Could it have something to do with a universal need to connect with God—to hope? 

III. AS ADVENT BEGINS FOR WHAT DO YOU HOPE? 
A. And where do you find hope?  

1. What does hope sound like or look like or feel like?  
2. Who or what gives you hope?  
3. How can we provide hope—individually and as a church?  

B. Perhaps you find hope in the Bible—especially in scripture passages such as the one we 
have heard today.  
1. Isaiah was a prophet of judgment and a prophet of hope.  
2. Prophecy can be fore-telling—or it can be forth-telling.  
3. Prophecies can be timely—and they can become timeless.  
4. They can “tell it like it is”—or tell it like it could be or will be. 
5. So, Isaiah’s visions can still provide hope for us today.  

C. Maybe you hope for peace in our community, nation and world. 
1. The homicide rate in our own city continues to trouble us.  
2. In America this year there will be more mass shootings than days in the year—and the 

definition is for four people or more. 
3. Nations war against nations—and our track record is not good. 
4. Since 3600 BCE we have known less than 300 years of peace. 

D. Here is what Isaiah is saying to us—before there can be lasting peace on earth there must 
be authentic justice.  
1. Some believe countries need a sufficient level of prosperity and political stability to 

make war unattractive to its people.  
2. One way to reduce conflict is to remedy the conditions in the world that make for war—

injustice, poverty, and abuse. 
3. There is growing conversation about hypercapitalism giving way to “woke” capitalism.  
4. Level the mountains of wealth—lift up valleys of despair! 
5. Even if it doesn’t make the world safe for democracy, that is what God’s people—this is 

what we—are supposed to be doing anyway.  
IV. SO WHAT DOES HOPE LOOK LIKE OR SOUND LIKE? 

A. What are some of the things that come to your mind?  
1. Perhaps hope comes in the form of pure water? 
2. Maybe it is meals for the hungry, bicycles for refugees, pajamas and books for children, 

a room or home for the homeless?  
3. Sounds of hope may be a baby’s cry, words of love, apologies, a job offer, voices of 

teachers and preachers and prophets, music.  
4. One of the most creative responses described hope as the sound of heavy metal—and 

I’m not talking about music—this has nothing to do with Led Zeppelin or Metallica. 
a. I’m talking metal shaping metal—think blacksmith’s shop. 
b. The image comes from the poetry of Isaiah.  
c. Can you hear the clanging and banging sounds of swords becoming plowshares and 

spears becoming pruning hooks?  
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d. Do we dare hope that nations will learn war no more?  
5. Someone said hope is a form of prayer—whether we pray alone or together—we offer 

our hopes to God when we pray.  
B. In recent years we have been blessed by our refugee ministries.  

1. The people with whom we have worked have taught us much. 
2. They have reminded us that we have so much.  
3. Their stories about their long years of waiting are inspiring.  
4. Some of our newest members are from Liberia and I have been inspired by what they 

have shared and other stories. 
5. I asked one of them to share a brief autobiography with me about his journey from 

Liberia to Louisville—and his story is compelling and inspiring.  
6. One of his memories includes a time when he was just 7 years old—running as fast as 

he could with his father—trying to get out of town because it was under siege.  
7. He remembers seeing bodies on the ground and asking his father why they were 

sleeping… 
8. Can you imagine…  

C. I heard about some artisans in Liberia took Isaiah’s words literally.  
1. One man somehow survived a horrible massacre in a church.  
2. He escaped and later had a remarkable and powerful dream.   
3. He acted on the dream and began to gather up used shells that littered the war-torn 

countryside from the civil war—then he went to work.  
a. He said: “I leave the lower part of the round intact so that you can see what it was 

intended to do—destroy life.” 
b. “But above that is the symbol of life, a cross.”  
c. Casings from bullets began to become crosses. 

4. Many other artisans and former soldiers joined his effort.  
a. This creative effort began to provide income for families. 
b. Sponsors from around the world began to support the effort.  
c. The crosses became powerful signs of peace and hope.  

D. Friends, that’s our calling—to help transform what “is” into what it can be.  
1. We are to reshape symbols of hate and weapons of war into symbols of hope and 

peace and joy and love.  
2. As we begin this Advent season, Isaiah invites us to join him…as we sing a song of 

hope.  


