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Sing Joy! 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
December 14, 15, 2019 
Beargrass Christian Church  
 
I. INTRODUCTION.  

A. Happy “Gaudete Sunday!”  
1. “Gaudete” is the Latin word for “joy” or “rejoice.”  
2. Today we have lit the 3rd Advent candle, the candle of Joy.  
3. The candle is pink and is often called “Mary’s Candle.”  
4. The reference to her comes from her song in Luke 1.  
5. In “The Magnificat” Mary boldly sings: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior!”  
B. You have probably heard the expression “to be tickled pink.”  

1. There is no liturgical or theological connection to Mary.  
2. But to be “tickled pink” is to experience great joy!  
3. To be “tickled pink” is to glow with gratitude.  
4. So, I am tickled pink that you are here on Gaudete Sunday!  

C. Today I invite you to think with me about joy.  
1. What are some of the ways God brings joy to your life? 
2. What are some of the ways you share God’s joy with others?  
3. What are ways that God brings joy to the world?  

D. I mentioned in the E-News some things that have brought us joy.  
1. Wow! What a wonderful week we have had at Beargrass!  
2. We have had joyous Christmas parties and celebrations.  
3. Over 850 people heard the first Louisville Philharmonia concert—another 650 attended the 

matinee performance.  
4. Over 650 heard the cantata “Sing Christmas!” which was presented by the Beargrass Choir, the 

Praise Team, the Chamber Handbell Choir, the Lourdes Children’s Choir and an orchestra.  
5. We were inspired by the presence of 300 hand-decorated gift bags full of pajamas and books for 

Family Scholar House kids.  
6. Generous gifts are being given at the Alternative Giving Fair.  
7. Saturday morning a great time was had by all at the annual holiday breakfast.  
8. And more opportunities for ministry, fellowship, giving, worship, and experiences of joy are 

coming!  
E. In addition to all of that, the church left the building—and headed East.  

1. Beargrass was extremely well-represented at the inauguration.  
2. Church members planned, prayed, sang and preached.  
3. Rev. Rob knocked it out of the park on Tuesday morning at the service at First Christian 

Frankfort.  
4. In fact, it felt like a worship service at a Regional Assembly.  
5. Disciples from all over the Commonwealth were present. 
6. Our two primary founders of our “movement for wholeness,” Alexander Campbell and Barton 

Stone, must have been dancing a Disciples jig somewhere!  
II. SPEAKING OF JOY, ISAIAH 35 IS FULL OF IT!  

A. This is the 3RD passage from Isaiah we have read during Advent.  
1. Isaiah 35 is known as a pivotal passage or transitional text.  
2. If you want to become really depressed, read Isaiah 34.  
3. If you want some hope and gladness and joy, read Isaiah 35.  
4. Isaiah 34 is like the first 15 minutes of the evening news.  
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5. Isaiah 35 is like the weather, sports, and final “feel-good” story.  
6. In fact, there are few passages in the Bible as joyful as Isaiah 35!  

B. Isaiah is writing during the time of the divided kingdom.  
1. Rob talked about this in his excellent message last week. 
2. Their land has been overrun by their enemies.  
3. Prisoners of war are slaves in distant lands.  
4. But the prophet proclaims: “Someday…we are going home!”  
5. “Someday the wilderness and dry land will be glad!”  
6. “Someday the desert shall rejoice and blossom—it will blossom abundantly—and rejoice with 

joy and singing!”  
7. “So be strong—do not fear! Our God will come!”  
8. “Someday we will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon us—we shall obtain joy 

and gladness!”  
9. What a vital, vivid, vibrant, vision of joy!  

III. WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU WERE FULL OF IT?  
A. Children tend to be much better about this than adults.  

1. Somewhere along the way we get ourselves under control.  
2. We’re capable of it—it happens—especially at athletic events (which are like worship services 

for some of us). 
3. But sometimes we avoid it or miss the opportunities. 

B. Or we may look for it in the wrong places—or we become convinced that if we buy the right stuff 
we will have joyful celebrations?  

C. Please forgive me if you purchased one of these things.  
1. Some of you find Advent calendars to be meaningful.  
2. But I’m not sure that Jesus would be too excited about this one. 
3. Tiffany and Company is offering branded Advent calendars. 
4. The 24-day calendar will cost you only $112,000.  
5. Each calendar includes 24 jewelry items, ranging from the usual Tiffany earrings and bracelets, 

to more unique items. 
6. At five-feet tall and 355 pounds, good luck getting it home. 
7. It is delivered and assembled by their “White Glove Service.” 

D. Or maybe you are more familiar with “Elf on the Shelf?” 
1. The idea is that Santa’s little helper watches the kids by day and returns to the North Pole to 

report on the children at night. 
2. Children can’t touch the elf or it will lose its magic.  
3. And the elf will not speak or move while the kids are awake.  
4. This all sounds kind of creepy to me?! 
5. While this is cute and a creative means of behavior modification, I’m not sure Jesus fits in here 

either? 
E. Lee Smith led two sessions during Sunday School recently.  

1. He has a Master of Divinity in Liturgical History from Yale. 
2. He shared some helpful comments about Advent calendars.  
3. This season is not so much about counting down the days.  
4. These days of Advent are for preparing for THE day.  
5. This season is not about getting to the day and saying, “We made it—it’s over!” but seeing 

Christmas as a beginning. 
6. Sometimes we get our priorities and the order mixed up.  

F. Our consultant, Dr. John Wimberly, has been keeping up with us via our E-News and he sent me an 
email last week from Mexico. 
1. He said: “You mentioned in your article about getting to the true joy of Christmas.   
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2. “We are in Mexico and they do Christmas quite differently.   
3. “There is no gift giving—the commercial aspect is removed.   
4. “Instead, they go to church on Christmas Eve and then have family dinners well into the night 

and the next morning.   
5. “On Christmas day they sleep and continue to be with family.   
6. “They exchange gifts a week later on Three Kings Day.   
7. “The whole process seems much more theologically rooted in the Biblical tradition than the way 

we do it in America. 
8. “Have a holy, joyful Christmas—John.” 

IV. WHEN DID YOU LAST EXPERIENCE JOY?  
A. Sometimes I wonder if we refrain from joy because it almost feels irreverent in a world where so 

much is going wrong? 
1. Can we be joyful during the first 15 minutes of the news?  
2. Can we be joyful while babies starve and teens shoot each other and nations try to wipe each 

other off the planet? 
3. Or do we refrain from joy because we sometimes feel guilty because of our many blessings?  

B. And yet there are times, significant times when joy breaks through—ready or not!   
1. Maybe we beamed with joy because of the birth of a baby or grandbaby, a baptism, a reunion, a 

wedding?  
2. Perhaps we experienced gladness because of an unexpected gift, a new job offer, a birthday, or 

an anniversary, forgiveness given or received?  
3. Joy is not just for kids—it is for God’s children of all ages.  
4. And it is not just happiness; joy is a God-thing, a spiritual gift.  

C. There is an important difference between happiness and joy.  
1. God declares that experiences of joy are independent of whatever is going on in our lives or 

world at any given time.  
2. Joy happens when God is present and people know it and feel it.  
3. So, it can show up even in the midst of our stresses and strains, in times of unrest and war, in an 

ICU waiting room, even at a funeral or memorial service….  
D. We were saddened to learn of Paul Rom’s death last week. 

1. He and his family are relatively new members, so you may not know much about his story and 
his background. 

2. Paul was extremely intelligent and had so many gifts—and he loved music. 
3. He has been battling cancer and put up a courageous fight. 
4. In fact, I sat next to him during the choir rehearsal on December 4. 
5. He was giving it all he had—but he was struggling.  
6. He not only went down swinging—he went down singing. 
7. Some of his last sung words were: “Sing Joy! Sing Joy! Sing Christmas!” 

E. If you attended the concert last Sunday you heard the narrators speak of joy. 
1. “What better way to express joy than through singing!  
2. “Some celebrate the joy of exchanging gifts or gathering around a fire to bask in the warmth of 

friendship and love.  
3. “But the real joy of the season is in celebrating the birth of a child—one who would bring 

salvation to a broken world.” 
4. Paul wasn’t able to be present to sing in the cantata.  
5. But his presence was with us and he is now experiencing the joy of being in the presence of God, 

who has welcomed him home. 
F. I don’t know where you are on your Advent journey… 

1. Your heart may be filled with joy and gladness… 
2. If so, thanks be to God!  
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3. But if not…someday…maybe today… 
4. In the silence…in the solitude…in the suffering…in the singing… 
5. You will find God… 
6. You will find Joy… 
7. Or Joy will find you... 

 


