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The Lens of Lent—Foresight 
John 12:12-19 
Sunday, April 5, 2020, Palm Sunday 
Beargrass Christian Church 
 
I. INTRODUCTION.  

A. Today we will conclude our “Lens of Lent” series.  
1. We have heard stories from the Gospel of John about Nicodemus, the woman at the 

well, and the man born blind.  
2. We have “re-visioned” our understanding of Jesus’ identity.  
3. We have thought about oversight, insight and hindsight.  
4. This morning we will focus on foresight. 

B. I also want to invite you to join us next Sunday on Easter. 
1. And I encourage you to be with us between the Sundays.  
2. We will have “virtual services” at 7:00 pm on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and at 

5:30 pm on Holy Saturday.  
3. It is important to hear the stories between the stories.  
4. Easter will be more joyous if we at the Table on Thursday, hear the passion story on 

Friday, and prepare our hearts on Saturday. 
5. So, thank you for being with us as we begin Holy Week 2020.  

C. Do you love parades?  
1. Some of my memories of parades are pleasant and positive.  
2. I recall Memorial Day and 4th of July community parades on the south side of Chicago 

where I lived as a boy.  
3. All of the neighborhood kids decorated their bicycles.  
4. We loved riding our decked-out bikes in the parades. 

D. But I have a confession to make.  
1. I don’t recall spending any time thinking about all of the people who had sacrificed their 

lives for our country.  
2. My friends and I just wanted to have some fun! 

E. During Lent we had to give up our St. Patrick’s Day parades this year.  
1. I didn’t miss those—and I never did care for green beer.  
2. But I really miss not having the Palm Sunday parade today.  
3. Seeing the children follow Rev. Steven around the sanctuary and waving palms always 

brought joy to my heart. 
II. WHAT ABOUT THE FIRST PALM SUNDAY PARADE? 

A. Jesus arrives in Jerusalem during Passover, so the city is packed.  
1. As we gather along the parade route, let’s imagine the other folks with whom we are 

rubbing elbows. 
2. Groups of people surge together—there is no social distancing. 

B. Some followed Jesus from Bethany, where he raised Lazarus.  
1. Surely this made the Jerusalem Journal headlines and was covered by CNN and Fox 

News and the BBC. 
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2. So, another curious mob rushes out to see him!  
C. There are people in the crowd who have come along for the ride.  

1. They are excited—but have no idea what is going on.  
2. The musical, “Jesus Christ, Superstar,” is making a comeback. 
3. A line in a song points up the shallowness of the people.  
4. “Christ you know I love you; did you see I waved? I believe in you and God, so tell me 

that I’m saved!”  
5. They’ve come to see the next Jerusalem Idol—he’s a celebrity!  

D. Of course, the disciples are there—ahead of the pack.  
1. This is what they have been waiting for!  
2. Their own version of March Madness has finally become a March of Gladness—the road 

to greatness and glory!  
3. It has all paid off—the polls are surging, crowds are going wild, and everyone wants to 

talk with somebody from the inner circle!  
E. And there are lots of children—after all, children love parades!  

1. Maybe the young boy from Nain in Galilee is there?  
2. Jesus first met him at another kind of parade a while back—actually, it was a funeral 

procession—do you remember that?  
3. He stepped in front of the funeral director, the grieving mother and family, the hearse, 

and the cars with the flags on them.  
4. Jesus took that little boy’s cold hand—and the boy sat up!  
5. That funeral procession became a full-blown party!  
6. And now, every year during Passover, that young boy from Nain and his mom will make 

their way to Jerusalem to thank God.  
F. Speaking of mothers, Mary, Jesus’ mother, is there too.  

1. Her heart is pounding and her thoughts are racing.  
2. She remembers the words of Simeon in the Temple, the time he saw the baby Jesus 

and said that he’d seen the promised one.  
3. She recalls many of the incredible experiences of faith she has had since the angel 

spoke to her many years ago.  
4. But she is so concerned about other things that have been said.  
5. She has listened closely to Jesus’ paradoxical words.  
6. Her tears of sorrow are confused with others’ tears of joy.  
7. She is aware of the great sacrifice he is about to make, his willingness to be obedient—

even unto death.  
G. There are others in the crowd who have come out to greet Jesus as king—but they are 

expecting another kind of king.  
1. “Hosanna! Save us now! You come in the name of the Lord!” 
2. They think they are welcoming a military conqueror—someone to rally the nation and 

oppress the oppressors.  
3. But he comes as the Prince of Peace, vulnerable and defenseless.  
4. They want Jesus to be someone he is never going to be.  

H. And he has the foresight to see what lies ahead.  
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1. Fanatical fans will fade away.  
2. Even some of his closest friends and followers will become filled with fear and deny him 

and betray him.  
3. What a terrifying time it must have been.  
4. Even so, motivated by love, mission minded, Jesus moves on… 

III. WILL WE HAVE THE COURAGE TO FOLLOW? 
A. Someone said: “Humanity can be incredibly fickle.” 

1. “We may dress for a morning coronation and never feel the need to change clothes to 
attend an execution in the afternoon.” 

2. Another said: “It is hard for us to imagine the power of this passion story because we 
live on the other side of Easter. 

3. “It’s hard for us to truly celebrate either Palm Sunday or Good Friday because we’re 
Easter people—people of the resurrection.  

4. “The songs of this week come back like familiar memories, but we can’t live them 
again—God has put us in a new time frame.  

5. “Both the Palm Sunday Prelude and the Good Friday Finale will quickly fade away to the 
New Song of Easter.” 

B. Years ago, Isaac Watts wrote a hymn for Holy Week.  
1. It was one of the first church hymns written in the English language from the first-

person singular perspective—“I, my.”  
2. He wanted people to remember the events of Passion Week and to see them from a 

personal perspective, through their own eyes. 
3. Here are some words from When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. 
4. Love so amazing, so divine; demands my soul, my life, my all. 

C. So, with the foresight to see the risks, the sacrifices, the cost… 
1. Will we have the courage to follow? 
2. For countless people the answer is a resounding “Yes!” 
3. We are inspired by so many in the midst of the pandemic. 
4. Motivated by love, mission minded, they keep moving on… 

D. ICU nurse Arlene Van Dyke doesn’t know if her patients hear her.  
1. They are unresponsive, sedated into paralysis so that machines can do the work of their 

lungs—but she speaks to them anyway.  
a. She murmurs words of encouragement in a time of despair.  
b. She says: “They aren’t COVID-19 patients. They are people.”  
c. She has been doing this high-pressure job for 32 years.  
d. But it is more challenging these days than ever, especially since things will almost 

certainly get worse.  
2. If it’s hard to get up in the morning, she reminds herself: “I love that I can help others in 

need; it is my ethical and moral duty.”  
3. So, she goes to serve, works 12 to 14 hours, and drives home.  
4. Then she sits quietly for a while, reflecting upon the day.  
5. But she doesn’t dwell too long—it’s best for her to stay busy.  
6. She confesses: “If you think too much…you cry.” 
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E. Others have been inspired by one of Ellen’s former students.  
1. Grace doesn’t have the virus; she is dealing with melanoma.  

a. It was treated—but it came back with a vengeance a year ago.  
b. Ellen said Grace is intelligent, mature and deeply spiritual.  
c. Now in her 20s, she trained to be a nurse—on the front lines.  
d. During her ordeal, she has shared remarkable journal entries.  
e. Her honesty and faith…may help us prepare for Holy Week. 

2. Grace writes: “In dying, I think there is a natural human tendency to want to tie up all the 
loose ends.  
a. “I think it rarely happens like that and that’s okay.  
b. “The reality is that you die, to put it frankly, in the middle of your life, and there is 

truth and beauty in that reality.  
c. “Yesterday I woke up and felt a little different; I felt at peace.  
d. “As much as anyone ever really is. I am ready.  
e. “My body is really, really tired….it has fought really hard.  

3. “And I am ready…I mean…I’m not ready.  
a. “There is so much more I would like to do and say. 
b. “But in all the ways that feel most important to me in terms of what I value and have 

any bit of control over, I am ready.  
4. “I am ready, but I am also terrified.  

a. “There are plenty of things about dying that are scary to me, and it still feels like 
there are a lot of unknowns.  

b. “I am trying to remain open to my feelings and working to process them myself and 
with those around me.  

5. “So, that is where I am—ready and scared and terrified and absolutely cloaked in so 
much love.  
a. “My most valued ‘thing’ is a quote book from my sister.  
b. “She filled the first half of a beautiful hand-bound green journal with quotes she 

found resonated with her. 
c. “She left the second half of the book open for me to fill in words that resonated with 

or were somehow important to me.  
d. “I’d like to share one quote that I have been thinking about.  
e. “I added it to the book after it struck a chord with me while reading Albert 

Camus’ The Plague for my AP Lit class. 
f. He says: They knew now that if there is one thing one can always yearn for, and 

sometimes attain, it is love. 
g. “I am ready, I am unsure, but I am also so confident in the undeniable fact that I have 

attained love in this life.  
h. “I feel deep gratitude for the time I can continue to do that.” 

F. So, Church! 
1. Motivated by love…mission-minded… 
2. Let’s keep looking ahead… 
3. Let’s keep moving! 
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