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Fall Festival 2021!
By Rev. Steven Straub

By Rev. Steven Straub

By Rev. Steven Straub

 The Children’s Ministry Team is sponsoring a Fall 
Festival on Sunday night, October 24, from 4:00-6:00 pm.  
Activities will include a Trunk & Treat, games, and a free 
dinner!  All activities will take place outside. All children 
ages 5th grade and under are encouraged to dress up and 
join us for the fun.  Church members are encouraged to 
bring friends, relatives, neighbors, and associates who 
may be looking for a church home.
 While the event appeals to children, this is actually an intergenerational event. Our youth will be 
running games for the children. Additionally, we need volunteers of all ages to decorate their trunks 
and pass out candy. The festival promises to be lots of fun for the whole church family. If you are 
interested in bringing your car to pass out candy, please contact Steven Straub (steven@beargrass.org).
 To help with the preparations for the event, the Children’s Ministry Team would like to ask that all 
cars be moved from the Cornerstone and Scout Building lots immediately after worship on October 24. 
Thanks for your help!

Mark your calendars!
October 16-30, 2021
Monday-Friday 4:30-8:00 pm
Saturday-Sunday 9:30 am – 8:00 pm

All proceeds benefit Scouts BSA Troop 115, 
sponsored by Beargrass Christian Church.

The Great St. Matthews Pumpkin Caper

“The Giving Tree” for Family Scholar House

 Once again, the 
Children’s Ministry Team 
will be partnering with 
Family Scholar House 
to provide books and 
pajamas for the young 
children living on their 
various campuses.
 Family Scholar House 
works to break the cycle 
of poverty by providing housing and assistance 
to single parents earning their college degrees. 
Since 2011, Beargrass has participated in their 
holiday gatherings by providing books and 
pajamas to all the children.
 If you would like to participate, you simply 
select a leaf or leaves from the tree, purchase 
a pair of pajamas and a book appropriate for 
the child, and return the items to the church by 
November 21.  If you are not able to come to church 
to select a leaf, please contact Steven Straub, and he 

will be happy to select a leaf for you.
 The Giving Tree will be available at the Fall 
Festival on Sunday, October 24. The Giving Tree 
will also be available in the Gathering Space on 
October 31, November 7, and November 14.
Please contact Steven Straub or Laura Barkhauer 
with any questions.



The Table is Off to a 
Great Start!

Sabbatical for Rev. Steven Straub

By Alan Forsythe

By Deb Rakestraw, Vice Chair of the Board

By Keith Wilson, Stewardship Chair

 The casual dress, Sunday 
6:15 pm, 45–minute 
TABLE service is off to 
a great start with well 
over 200 attendees in our 
first services! The response has been more than 
we could have expected including folks from the 
Saturday service, new attendees resulting from our 
advertising, current Beargrass members, and folks 
from opening the chapel at the Farmers Market 
and serving communion to over 30 people in the 
last few weeks.
 If you cannot attend one of our Sunday morning 
services, the Sunday 6:15 pm THE TABLE service 
offers you a new option for attending Beargrass 
and starting your week with a fresh Christian-like 
approach in casual dress—it’s a special feeling.
If you prefer a small church atmosphere or cannot 
attend our Sunday morning services, we really 
would like for you to give this intimate service a 
try.  You may become a regular in our family.
Pray for our continued success.

 Beargrass has been so fortunate to have such 
quality leadership for many years. One of the ways 
we continue to maintain quality ministers is by way 
of sabbaticals. It is with excitement that we would 
like to invite you to celebrate Rev. Steven Straub’s 
sabbatical approved for the beginning of next year. 
The MLT and our Personnel Team have formally 
approved Steven’s request for sabbatical, which 
entitles him to a 3 month leave in 2022. Steven is 
making plans to be on sabbatical January through 
March of next year. It is so important to let our 
ministers know how incredibly thankful we are for 
all the work they invest in the people (especially our 
children, in Steven’s case!) of Beargrass.

Gifts to Beargrass

Jeanette Wortham · Robert & Lynne Steineker

In Memory of Malcolm Bentley:

Harvey Turner, Jr.
In Memory of Victor & Dorothy Cannon: 

Jean Korfhage · Jeanette Wortham · 
Robert & Lynne Steineker

In Memory of Jo Ann Van Note: 

Jean Korfhage · Jeanette Wortham · Michael & 
Mary Leon · Dreamweaver Window De’Cor

In Memory of Nancy Maney:

Genesis Sunday School Class · Michael Rademaker
In Memory of Karyn Rademaker

Family Realty
Ralph Van Nostrand Scholarship fund:

In Memory of Becky Blakemore:
Jeanette Wortham

 As you can see, we now 
have a stewardship logo and 
theme. “Many Gifts. One 
Mission.” is our theme and it 
is represented in the logo you 
see before you. Each one of these hands represents 
a gift to the ministry programs here at Beargrass. It 
takes gifts from all of you to help our church “tree” 
grow and thrive. Whether it be worship services, 
music events, mission trips or outreach donations, 
Beargrass provides innumerable ways for us to 
commune with our God and serve the needs of 
others. It is my hope that you will join with me and 
many others in making a commitment to our 2022 
Stewardship Invitation.
 Our Commitment Sunday will be October 24. 
We are celebrating the formal conclusion of our 
Stewardship Invitation with a cookout in the 
parking lot of the church from 4:00-6:00 pm. Food 
and drinks will be provided. While we are looking 
to setup some outdoor seating, you are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs with you. We feel this setup 
will allow us to both share a meal in fellowship 
with our members and friends of Beargrass and 
do so in as safe of an environment as possible. 
We invite you to join us for food and fun as we 
celebrate the many ministries of Beargrass. To sign-
up, please visit beargrass.org/sign-ups.

Many Gifts. One Mission.
2022 Stewardship Invitation



End of Year Tax Planning Tip
By Chad Turner

 As we head into the last quarter of the year, we 
wanted to take this opportunity to highlight an 
often overlooked charitable giving tax saving 
opportunity that you might be able to take 
advantage of here at the end of 2021.
 For those who are age 72 or older, the IRS 
requires you to take required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) each year from your tax-
deferred retirement accounts.
 A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) 
is a direct transfer of funds from your IRA, 
payable directly to a qualified charity. Amounts 
distributed as a QCD, up to $100,000, can be 
counted toward satisfying your RMD for the 
year. The kicker? The QCD is excluded from 
your taxable income! This is not the case with a 
regular withdrawal from an IRA, even if you use 
the money to make a charitable contribution 
later on. If you take a withdrawal, the funds 
would be counted as taxable income even if 
you later offset that income with the charitable 
contribution deduction.  
 If you are interested in taking advantage of the 
benefits of the QCD, simply contact your IRA 
administrator and let them know that you’d like 
to make a charitable contribution directly to 
Beargrass Christian Church or its Endowment.  
If you have any questions about this or other 
charitable giving ideas, please feel free to speak 
to Chad or the rest of the Endowment team. 
 This year has been another challenging one for 
everyone, but we are continually amazed and 
ever grateful for the amount of overwhelming 
support by our congregation for the work and 
continued mission of Beargrass Christian Church.  
Thank you!

Happy

Birthday
To You

October Birthdays

Below is the list of October birthdays at 
Beargrass. We wish you a very happy birthday! 
If you have been left off the list or are listed with 
the wrong date, please contact us.
1: Paula Callahan · Ralph Van Nostrand III ·
Nancy Hignight · Craig Johnson
2: Jeff Mosley · Riley Hook · Ron Jones · Cooper Swain 
3: Roger Mercke · Katie Richardson · Gay Shoaf ·
Cindy Wang · Montel Brown
4: Howard Davis · Jack Ferree · Martha Barner ·
Jane Eberle 
6: Carol Williams · Verle Heindselman · Morgan Herndon
7: Charlotte Kittle · Katherine Games · Rudy Miller · 
Lauren Ganote
8: Nancy Taylor · Cora Smith
9: Emma Travis · Sue Rodgers · Brent Ackerson ·
Ryan Cantrell
10: Carroll Dunavent · Susan Pfeifer · Rachel Spurlock · 
Carl Yoder · Marlon Glass · Hayden Thompson · 
James Wright
11: Julie Kottak · Laura Maudlin · Emery Thomas 
12: Jenell Buckman · Pam Deskins
13: Kevin DeCoste · Nancy Newberry · Jackson Price
14: Clay Carlton 
15: Todd Barlow · Phyllis Mikkelsen
16: Carole Christian
17: Morris Lloyd · Carol Wiggins · Sharon Kerrick
18: Bob Gilewski · Vivian Nabeta
19: Kit Georgehead Jr. · Kiersten Montgomery ·
Scott Wilhoit · Carolyn Trusty 
20: Beth Devine · Deb Rakestraw · Angela Woods · 
Lorraine Wharton
21: Leigh Bond ·  Nathan Touro · Henry Durham ·
Mariah Clark
22: Laura Burke · John Powers · Hayden Schilling · 
Henry Mullins
23: Wendy Skelton · Sandra Simrall
24: Chad Carlton · Bonnie Spencer
25: Jim Grubbs
27: Carolyn Reisert · Tricia Ferree
28: Sarah Blackwell · Lilly Buttes 
29: Evelyn Vance · Tommy Thomas JR. · Doug Dawson ·
Jeanie Burgan · Maggie Galloway
30: Laurie Callander
31: Rebecca Miller

Beargrass Steps Up For Refugees… Again
By Mike Puckett

 A single Somali mom with six children....a single 
Syrian mom with four sons age 10 and under…a 
Kurdish family of four from Iraq…a single 
Congolese mom with five children. Beargrass 
member Wayne Mayes has worked on behalf of 
all of them. In fact, he has assisted with all ten 
refugee families (Cont. on page 4)



Fed with Faith is now:
Louisville Outreach for the Unsheltered
A continuing ministry of Beargrass Christian Church
By David Smillie

 Founded by Jean and Wendy Manganaro almost 
10 years ago, this outreach has evolved to be 
much more than just feeding homeless and 
unsheltered people. Jean and Wendy are moving 
on to the next chapter of their lives and are 
returning home to New Jersey. God bless them on 
their journey and thanks to them for setting such 
a high standard of service for us all. 
 David Smillie, Amie Michel and a majority 
of Fed with Faith’s tireless volunteers will be 
carrying on this wonderful mission as Louisville 
Outreach for the Unsheltered (L.O.U.). L.O.U. 
would like to express their profound gratitude 
for the continued generous support from 
Beargrass Christian Church.  
 Through your blessings of support, L.O.U. is 
able to minister directly to those living on the 
streets right here in Louisville. By showing 
God’s love to our most vulnerable we are able 
to build relationships that allow us to connect 
those we serve with housing services, medical 
care, addiction treatment, and much more, 
when they are ready for change. We strive to 
be of maximum service to some of the most 
marginalized in our community and to do so 
with their privacy as a top priority.

which Beargrass has co-sponsored over the 
past decade, leading several of the teams. Every 
refugee’s story is unique, perhaps none more 
so than an Afghan family of four which arrived 
under the Special Immigrant Visa program in 
2018. Wayne and Jackie Mayes led the Beargrass 
team which met them at the airport and provided 
ongoing support. They struck up a friendship 
which certainly has endured.
 Wayne and Jackie were concerned when they 
learned Hamidullah and Safia Haqanzai had 
traveled back to Afghanistan in late June to attend 
two family weddings. Their concern was well-
founded, as they began to receive communications 
from both seeking assistance for their return 
home to the US in early August. Those messages 
became more frantic and dire in the ensuing 
days. While Wayne and Jackie reached out to 
various members of Congress, perhaps the most 
important contribution they made to Hamid and 
his family of five (a 3rd child was born in the US 
last year) was offering them hope…something in 
very short supply given the rapid tumble-down of 
the Afghan government and the disappearance of 
commercial flights out of Kabul.
 Then, a miracle seemed to occur. Wayne and 
Jackie received a message the family was in Dubai. 
What we know in retrospect is that they walked 
10 miles to the Kabul airport through the gunfire, 
turbulence, and threats of the Taliban, and due 
to some evidence of their American residency, 
they were invited aboard one of the US military 
flights departing just days in advance of the full 
US withdrawal from the country. They stayed in 
touch with Wayne and Jackie at every stop—in 
Germany, in Washington DC, and finally, from their 
home in Louisville. But, the magnitude of their 
miraculous escape only grew…for they arrived 
with 16 additional extended family members!
 In the past month there has been a flurry of 
activity in assisting Hamid’s extended family 
in resettlement here in Louisville—finding and 
furnishing 3 new homes; transporting them to 
school and medical appointments; clothing and 
grocery runs; the list is long. And leading the 
charge has been…you guessed it—Wayne and 

Jackie Mayes! So, if you wish to make a material or 
financial donation, feel free to reach out to Wayne 
at wm7579@att.com or (502) 551-7534 or me at 
mike.t.puckett@gmail.com or (502) 593-7148. 
 While every refugee’s story is unique, some, 
like this one, defy all human understanding or 
expectation. But, what I’ve come to know is that 
whatever the circumstance, Beargrass will be 
there to welcome and befriend the stranger, as 
Christ calls us to do.

(Cont.) Beargrass Steps Up For Refugees


